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Some perſecuted Presbyterian Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
unto the Covenanted Reformation 


DE O F T:- H E | k 
CHURCH of SCOTLAND, © | 
And to the preſent expediencie of continuing to nmr" Goſpel 3 


in the Fields , and againſt the preſent Antic To- 
leration in its nature and deſign » &c, 


- 


Giyen in to the Miniſters at Edenburgh by Mr. JAMES RENWIC 
upon the 17, Janwarii 1688, 


— 


— _— | _ —— 


Hoſ. 2. 1. 2. 3. Say ye wnto your Brethren Ammi , and to your SifterRubamah. Plead 
with your Mother , plead: for rhe is not my Wift neither am 1 her Husband + Let hey 
therefore put away ber whoredoms out of her ſight , and her sdulteries from berreen hey- 
o_ ; Left 1 flirp her naked &c. 

Ifa. 58. 1. 2. Cry aloud ſpare not , lift up thy voice like a Trumpet , and rhew my Peo- 
ple their transgre/ſions ; and the Houſe of Jacob their fins. Yet they ſtek me daily and 
delight to know my ways , as a Nation that did righteouſneſs , and forſook not the ordia. 
nance of their God ; fc. | P 

Lamen. 2. 14 Thy Prophets have ſeen vain and foolich things for thee , and they have 
not Diſcovered thine iniquitie , to turn away thy eapripity » but bave ſeen for thee falſe 

, burthens, and cauſes of banichment. | 

Jer. 6._14. They have healed alſo the burt of the Daughter of my People ſlightly , ſax 

ing , peace , peace , when ther is no peace. 


Printed in the Year 16 88, 


LICKS Loa ute dino Apa ties. 


yo hf i'tha 0: oF: H. Bui 1 


READ E Ro 


Chriſtian. and Candid Reade : 


Uch is the iniquity and utthappinefs of theſe times; WEL Jud hut 
is turned away backward, and Jaſtice ftandeth afar off, Truth is 

the ſtreets and equity can not enter, yea Truth faileth, and he that Jepatt> 
eth from evil maketh himſelf a p whereat the Lord is diſpteaſed, 
when he ſees there is no man , and prey; whos is no Interceſfor ; That, 
now when the Caſe of Confefſion is very wear and clamant, to aim at theſe 
indiendbie and eyer heretofore indiputabl dntics, of pekling for Tr Trath, reina 
Truth , being valiant forit , f rw bnlaafys Hes Gzp toturn berry thr 

wth our Mother to put away her wh call Cnfach a Oofes 
is flouted at with diſdain and exploded with indignation as a ridiculous i 
hency. And ſodeclaredly are thefe duties declined , and ſo induſtriouſly are theſe 
declentions daubed, that the common diale& uſed "and bderaragorpus. among 

feſſors of Chriſt is inverted, &rhe very name and notion of theſe th Fro 
perverted, under the interchanged deſignation of their oppoſite e 
now Tyranny paſſes under the name of Authority , arbitriry prrommltads Rhoder 
the notion of Magiſtratical prerogative ; on eore dn with miſchiefs, framed in- 
to Laws by a Thron of inquity , goes for Loyatrie ; Accepratice of a : = | 
ligion-undetmining , Reformation-overtutning, Li 


- 
W ® - 
- — : _- 
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ting, Truth-enſlaving Toleration , improving a Golets jo 
and 'shameful filence and unfaithfaln 5 dane 
unto Chriſt, His Cauſe and Coyenants broken , ang cticro- 


achments made upon His Kingly prerogatives, "and 7 Ttberties, with- 


out a witneſs, is counted watry and witty prudence ; won _ in the 
Lords matters, preferring their oun things to His, 'poſpoh ot x Th 
tereſt, to eſe t eaſe, andſellin be Tract purchaſe an un wo 

and with Chriſts Enemies, is called and encouraged 'as moderation: 5 fda 


hand , 'T'o fand faft in the Liberty zoberewith Chriſt hath made ws fhee , that is taken 
for licenciouſneſs ; T'o maintain R#4igion with human , that is Rebellion; 
To ſtand at a diſtance from and withſtand "theſe Land g and deftroying 
fins, that is faZiom; To abſtra@ and abſtain from all perm, to ſaying 4 Con- 
 faderacy to al fo hmm the People ſay 4 COnny, for fear of the Lord, Jeſt the 

benefice of His ſanQuuary be torfeited , that is ſc chi me and finfull feperation ; Toons 
every thing jts its owne name, in plainneſs oſpel fimp at thats meprapedy 
ful railery,, and picky ſillineſs ; - Pn: hats Pally ; thats _— 7, 
Tenderneſs, of Gm on/cience ;, thats ſuperſtitious and pre s ſerupwloſtty ; e- 
ſtimony ar 'no. ſooner be ene, em it is fulpeRel of Giddinelis, hotheaded- 
neſs, and preſent! huffi fied at , caſt away and 1aid by , as an Ignorant, im- 
pertinent , inſignificant ridicule. F Under fuch diſtempers and prejndices' , it mot 
needs be very difficult & diſcouraging to ny ms for the precious Truths 


of 


t. iron $48.44 one >: _ 


a — | _—_—_— TIES _—_ 


- of Chriſt; eſpeci ly forthe hunted hiden ofts | inceflantly cHſed, coriti 
purſued indefatigably perſecuted by the rage of enemies , contempt of friends, 
and repr all -and Labogenig-under ſugh diſadvantages , that t e of 
their oufie Mcapacity tp exhibif"it , with any Aitablneſs to the matter aþd mo- 
ment of jt ; the want of the concurrence of thoſe that are better acqpmplished 
for it, little hope of the countenance of theſe that do not Coicurr, of acEEptance 
with thoſe that do not give their countenance, or of acceſs to communicat it to 
thaſe that do not accept it ( without expoſing! themfelves to manifeſt Hazard ) 
or of getting their help to publish it, 'to whom _ communicat 
it , can not but demur, dauntand diſcourage:them from, any ' ſuch eflay. ,, The 
fellowing Teſtimony. was attended with thoſe diſadvantages ; which contrary 
to the intention, of the Authors, did both retard the publishing of it in the mian- 
ner firſt reſolved, and precipitate the printing of it-in the preſent exigence; Far 
it was firſt intended to, have been given in to ſomeſolemn Mecting of Presbyte- 
rian Miniſters, who, preach under«he preſent Toleration, that by theritit mught 
be communicated to. whom hey pleaſed , and. Joynt! Cognoſced upon, and 
thoughts of it returned. , But ſuch meetings being hid from us, and hardly ac- 
ceſs to perſons in our Circumſtances, the principle Author a faithfull Miniſter 
and now. Glorified Matyr of Chriſt, Mr. Fames Renwick ( now aboye the reach 
of rage and reproach, and Crowned with victory over fin and ſorrow , pride 
of men & ſtrife of tongues, with which for his maſters ſake he had a continuat 
- conflict untill. he qyereame by the blood of the Lamb and the word of his Te- 
ſtimony , not loving his, liſe unto the death, , . by which alſo he fealted rhis'pre- 
ſent Teſtimony ) with. the conſent of others concutring, thought it expedient 
to ſlip no time, but take the firſt & the fitteſt opportunity of ſpreading it among 
them in ſuch away as might be leaſt offencive. And accordingly , haftening to- 
wards. the time of his appoynted diſſolution, a litle before his being taken, he 
delivered, it upon the 17,day of Januarii ay it were his dying Teſtimony into the 
hands ofa Reverend & learned Miniſter ,,, whom he ſuppoſedto be the Moderator 
ofthe meeting at Edinburgh: who , not knowing him ( forif he bad", its'like his 
knoun Loyaltte, and reſpeR to the Councils ſentence of Intercommuning, would 
have made him more reſerved; as he shewed himſelf afterward, when one of 
the Infirmatorie Vindications , was offered to him , which he ſuperciliouſly refuſed) 
atthat time , recieved it very courteoufly , ahd promiſed to confider & communi- 
cate it to his Brethren. Which for ſome time. was expetted, in the hope that 
Either he. or ſome other , should *haye had ſo much' regard to the importance 
of. the matter of it. about which ij. treats , or reſpeCt to him, *who ſet tq his 
dying ſeal to it ,, or tenderneſs to Qur Sortls, who adhere to it if they think us 
in an error , or . Zeal for the Covenanted Cauſe, if they think' that thereby 
wronged , as to ſignify their ſentiments of it, in approving what is righr, and 
diſapproving what is wrong in it. Yet in ftead of this, after it hath been much- 

gken of and, ingpired after , by occaſion of its beihg confirmed by a. Martyrs 

eſtimony , it. hath been not only Moe and imbezilled , but when ſought 

IX , repreſented as inſignificant, impertinen non-ſenſe, not worthie' of thei 
ZARCE. - Which indeed is the ealieſt way , and shotteſt”cutr to' anfwer 


L >. 
all things And perhaps it, were not worth the*While, to vindicate the weaknefs 


. of ſome of. pur hands, in it from ſome. ſuch Charge. But ſuppoſe it were, the 
matter of it { th, weakly managed) is of ſotne conſideration. Itisa 1 0_ 
; | .' "agat 


againſt the Addreſſers for, Accepters of, and all that have any intereſt in, or 

acceſſion to this Toleration; with refle&tions upon the Granters deſign, and the 
Receivers fin : Surely if they have Loyalty tor the Granter , and love to the 
benefite Granted , and peace in improving it , they muſt Juſtify it ; and how 
ever it is incumbent to watchmen to shew whether-it be fin or duty to-theſe 
that challenge and Alledge it tobe fin; Itis a Teſtimony for the Covenants, now 


imterdicted to be .ouned; which all Presbyterians muſt Avouch, or elſe their Ad- 
herence thereunto will be ſuſpeed. At is a Teſtimony for the preſent - . eng 
of. Field meetings , not long agoe Generaly approven ot Presbyterian Miniſters , 
even of them whonow condemn them in the ſame Circumſtances, wherein they 
themſelves maintained them; Ir is worthie of ſome Cognizance either to purge 
themſelves of unſtedfaſtneſs, or impute to them folly who charge it, andto tell 
whether it be fin or duty , when People are daylic brought to ſuffering upon this 
head. What if it have no fignificancy, hath it no ſignification? Or cannot theſe 
Maſeers of ſenſe &learnihgunderſtant the ſcope of that which Conſcience ſpeaks, 
& itconcerns theirs to hear, th6 it do not obſerve; the rules of Grammer : What 
if it be folly ? Yet they knew not , "but the! Caſe may be ſuch 8s makes the anſwer 
expedient , Yeft webe nwife in our oun conceit , when they do not diſcover our folly : Or 
Shall-we allow our ſelves to think, they care notwhat conceits or deceits we run 
upon? But werather conjeQuure, the other caſe of Anſwering folly, that the Wiſe- 
man determines in the negative, doth more bind our Brethten, that is, they will 
er, leſt they be like. unions; far enher they may: fear to diſcoyer ſome folly 
todJE they they will be like unto us, of elſe, by breaking ſilence , and the boun- 
daries preſcribed in the Terms' wherein they are Tolerated, they may break the 
Toltration , loſs their patrons proteCtiqn , and then they will be like unto us: And 
there is fome reaſon to think this Policy- preponderates with them , which indeed 
as thy are Circumſtantiated may conciliate pity :*For, if they anſwer;, without di- 
{covering the Conſtantly aſſerted principls of Presbyterians , concerning Tolera- 
tions of or from Papiſts, &-ouning the Obligation of the Covenants.,. &c. All will 
ſuſpeQ them either of prevarication Gr pal le defection; If they do diſcover them, 
they will forfeit the fancied benefite of the pretended favour. t we would have 
them alſo to conſider, that if they be altogether ſilent at ſach a time, tho their 
known learning and ſenſe will abſolve them from inability to anſwer it, yet their 
diſdain.of our 1gnorance, will not clear them of the Cenfure of unfaithfulneſs. 
And let not their fear of Papiſts & Malignants, if they do ſpeak , make them al- 
together gpſregard our conſtantly reſolved Teſtifying againff them , ' if they do not 
ſpeak , infignificant & unpertinentasit is. However the pon induſtry to cover 
ſmother it, together with the inconveniente of incotre Copies, '& the mocks 
&Jears, wherwith they are intertained , do provoke us to make it more publick , & 
to take this way of publishing it ; that impartial by, ey ir Readers, may ſee with 
their oun eyes, & atleaſt be invited & incited to ſearch & try , whether the coutſe 
hereteſ(tified againſt, be to be approved or reproved, & conſequently whether to'be- 
countenauced or diſcountenanced : And what light they obtain by ſearching the 
Scriptures , whether theſe things be ſo, it is deſired they may aſcribe all the praiſe of 
it, tothe Father of Lights, & not aſtriQ all the profit of it to their oun'breaſts,; but , 
impart it alſo to others ; & not with hold it from thoſe , who'oune this Teſtimony, 
who deſire nothing more than to be friendly admonished of any wrong in their way, 
that being convinced thereof, they may confeſs & forſake 1t, and todo'to others 
whatſoeyer thy would that men $hould do to then. * Fare wel. EO? 


TEST 


(6) 
THE 


Some perſecuted Presbyterian Mmibters of the Goſpel , unto the 


Reformation of the Church 


of Scotland, namely to the per- 


perual obligation of the National Covenant , and ſolemn League 


and Covenant , and to the pre 


ſent tencie of | conti- 


wing to preach the Goſpel im the interdifted Meetings in 
the Fields : And againſt this Antichriſtian T oleration , in 
its nature and deſwn , tending to bury all theſe in obliaggn, 
lately obtruded upon', and accepted by the body of this Na- 
tron ; given in to the Miniſters at Edenburgh , by Mr. 
James Renwick. 17. Fan. 1688. 


rap T was cver reckoned the 
&@Z renowth of the Church of 


ee above them 
all, thatar oftice and from the begining, 


nothing was left unremoved or unre- 
Formed that ever flowed from the man 


Witneſſes 


of ſit: Andevery 


of the Reforma- 
tion was by the meaſiring 
line” of the the Word of 


God; And not only eftablished by righte- 
ous and laudable Laws ratifying the 
ſame with the SanQion of the penal 
Staruts ſt the enemies th z but 
cotfirmed with ſtricteſt Engagements 
to preſerve and promote it ,' 1n theNa- 
tional 'and ſolemn” League and Cove- 
nants , whereby Scotland became the 
Inheritance of the Prince of the Kings 
of the Eatth bymanifold and undoubted 
Rights , by his Fathers Grant , by His oun 
Purchaſe; and by our ſotertm Strren- 
der & Deditionby Covengnt ;"Wheteof 
evet ſinte' he took I eftriicht , 'he hath 
conititnied his pþoffeſſion,” und mainrmain- 
ed his Titte by rhe Teſtimonies of wis 
agaitiſt «1?* fnyaſions there- 
upon, through all' the periods of this 

Church 


the Glory of this Reformed and 
, tbat nothing was 
i of her 
wit- 


| and abol 


eſtablishment, 


from its 
tion of Popery,, no eſlay could ever be 
made: to introduce, or procure the T'o- 


leration of any of its. ſuperſtitious fop- 
peries, but. the Zeal of the Lords wut- 
nefles was found to flame ugainſt it, 
with a pecularity of fervor. It was ne- 
ver known inScotland, before this laft 
fatal Degeneration that ever a favour 


nuded in the - 
s of ſome toe. 
erians, for a Tole- 


edly to intro- 
duce it. -The Addreſſes of Proteſtants 
on ſach an occaſion uſed to run in an 
other (train. . There is one dated Majj 
27. 1561. preſented ' to the Council. 
,,and Conſcience moyed them to make 
»the ſecrets of their hearts patent, 
,» which was; that before evertheſe T'y- 
,,rants and Dumb Dogs empire over 
,» them ,, they were fully determined to 
, hazard life, and- whatſoever they had 
,received of God in temporal things : 
, And. that theſe enemies of God might 
, aſſure themſelves , that if the Coun- 
,» Cil- put not order to them. they 
Should $shortly take fuch order that 
,» they - Shall. neither , be. able: to dv 
,» what they liſt, neither yet live.upon 
,, the ſweat of the browes of ſuch as are 
,- no debtors to them. Nor were ever 
wanting in their warnings and witneſ- 
tings againſt the leaſt remiſineſs in Zeal 
againſt Papiſts, or any tendencie towards 


Church which alfo hath ah ava ki em; Advts 


Servants that were 


yous Mary the Daughter of the degrg- 
ded Queen. returning from France, ſet 
the MaG but in her oun family , the 

odly at that time Hf v5 way. ws - 
tion that they could-not abide, the 
Land which God by his power had pur- 


ted to protect the 
apiſts, there was 

not wanting a peremptoty Proteſtation 
inſt it. if any of her Servants 
all commit idolatry, ſay Maſs, par- 
ticipate therewith or take the defence 
thereof, in that caſe this Proclaimation 
Should not be extended to them, nor 
be a ſafeguard to them in that behalf, 
no more than if they commit murder. 


Bur that it _ nn 
them the pai —_— wy: 6 

again(t , wherever they m 
be apprehended without favour: 
Knox had fuch an imprefiion of the 
ſuch a Toleration, that he 


ord 
1 


of 


| to refiſt and confound 
/raltitudes, if we unfeignedly gepend 
upon him; But when we joyne 
with Idolatry, it is nodoubt, but both - 
Gods amiable preſence, and comfort- 
able defence will leave us , and'what 
Shall rok Ps xo pb Tberef _ 
the re1 . Fames VI. 1ico- 
very ef the bin of the Popish-Lords 
conſpiring with' the King, of Spain, - 
who yet favoured-by the Kings 'Indnob- 
it was re ly declared. by 


Sr. Davidſon that-it favoured much of 
defeftion in thoſe dayes, that fuch no- 
torious Rebells40 God, aad theCoun- 

iy 


try should be ſo treated with ; and that 
a door Should not be opened to Gods 
enemies. And when a Convention in 
Falkland was conſulting to call home 
theſe conſpiring Traitors , Mr. </indrerw 
Melvin thought it his duty to go thither 
uncalled , and when rebuked by the 
King for his boldneſs, took the confi- 
dence to charge him and the Eſtates in 
the Name of Chriſt and his Church, 
not to favour Chriſts Enemies whom 
he hateth, nor go about to make Citi- 
zens of theſe who have traterouſly 
fought to betray their City and Native 
Country , with the overthrow of Chriſts 
Kingdom. And to challenge them with 
Treaſon againſt Chriſt , his Church, 
and the Country in that purpoſe they 
wereabout. Atterwards when the Co- 
venanted Reformation was upon the 
aſcendant and meeting with multifarous 
aſſaults from all hands, how impartial 
and-uniforme the witneſs of the Faith- 
ful was againſt the Toleration of per- 
nicious errors , the warnings & Teſti- 


monies of the General Aſſemblies do 
evidence beyond contradiction. And 


after the invaſion of the SeQaries, the 
Teſtimony of ſundry Miniſters of the 
Goſpel in the Provinces of Perth and 
Fife againſt their vaſt Toleration is yet 
in the hands, and recent in the hearts 
of- theſe that. deſire to retain former 
principles : Beſides the many writtings 
of Teaths Champions againſt it , which 
| are yet on record. This hath been the 
conſtant tenor of the Teſtimonies of 
the witneſles of Chriſt, ever before this 
woful & wretched Cataſtrophe , which 
puts an indelible infamy on the sham- 
tul ſecuritic , & aſs-like ſtupiditie of 
this generation; That having received 
ſuch-an excellent Teſtimony , depoſit- 
cd & transmitred to us through a con- 
tinued tract of witneflings & wrelſtlings 
of our worthy Anceſtors , now to let it 
lip & Qlide through our feeble fingers. 
Whereby as weghave forfeited the ho- 


($) 


nour of being eſteemed: the -off-ſpring 
of ſuch Heroes ( while we not only 
ſuffer & conſent to, but c late 
& applaude the IntroduQtion & Eſta». 
blichment, at leaſt do embrace & cloſe 
with that which is introduQtive of Ido- 
latry & T'yrannie, Poperie .& the Sla- 


'very, they. built with ſo _ expenſe) 


poſteri 


ſo we may fear the cur 


_ for interrupting the propagation of ſo 


excellent a Teſtimony to ſucceedin 
generations, who when they $hallr 
the flattering & fauning Addrefles of 
this age to, & of their 1o haſty &hun- 
gry embracements of enſhnaring / & de- 
ructive favours , from an Antichri- 
ſtian 'T'yrant , ſo palpably deſigned for, 
& ſo properly & —_—_ tending to- 
wards the undermining & overturnin 
of the Reformation , will diſdain 
diſoune ſuch for their Fathers , with 
indignation at their memory , for ſuch 
dishonourable & daſtardly yeeldings. 
0 let it not be told in Gath, nor publiched 
in the ftreets of <Aſrkelon , that the Mini- 
ſters are ſo far degenerate. Alas all 
that hear of it will hiſs at them for this, 
that as they had been ſilent & omitted 
a ſcaſonable, Teſtimony againſt abjured 
Prelacy , & blasphemous Supremacy , 


when theſe wefe introduced; So now 


alſo even when this Myſterie & Con- 
ſpiracy of Popery & Tyranny twiſted 
_—_— in the preſent deſign of An- 
tichriſt, had made ſo great a progreſs, 
& was evidently brought above bourd : 
90 except what was endeavoured in a 
Proteſtation emitted at Sanquhair Maij 
28. 1685. (Which hefe we homelo- 
gate ) the Generality were left to forego 
this opportunity of a Teſtimony alſo, 
to the reproach, of the ſometimes-Re- 
nowned Church of Scotland. Yea the 
very rabble may ariſe' in Judgement 
againſt them in that they teſtified their 
deteſtation of the firſt ereQion of the 
Idolatrous Maſs ; & ſome of the Soul- 
diery , and ſach as had no Profefſion 


of 


= & urorb + aim ay 
yacancy of a Imony , 
aſpire unto_ the OE of think- 
ing-:to. fulfill it, with any proportion 
to the moment''& merit of the matter 
of this clamant Caſe of Confeſſion; 
Yet conſidering the weight & worth, 
profite, & price of thoſe Truths, now 
nite nee 
our e duty as ers 
& Members of of this Church; The in- 
diſpenfible obligation of our Holy Co- 
venants; The eminent dangers immi- 
nent on the Land, apparently incluQ- 
able, if not prevented by iving & tak- 
ing timequs warning : We cannot, 
muſt at, dare not forbear to offer our 
Mite of a Teſtimony , for the preſent 
precious Word of our Lords patience, 
and the Covenanted Reformation of 
Scotland, in DoQrine, Worthip , Di- 
ſcipline, '& Government ; & agaiuſt all 
the Injuries v0 infolent Indignities , & 
audacious encroachments, done unto, 
& made u 
is highly dichonoured, the Throne of 
his bevy affronted , the Kingdom of 
his Son undermined , & many Souls 
dreadfully involved i in the enlte of this 
Co him. And ſ@ much 
the more wo dence we have , hs un ne- 
we- to prompt to this Raw 
denaling ng, that both x this _ _ 
on others, & impoſe 
by reaſon of the ſtill continuing 


meg] 


wing perſecution inceſſantly purſu- that 
og us , without relcnting ,..notwith- 


athe ſame, by which God | 


—— us, "we take the more bo 
& have the more adv to "he 
our minds, that what we 
not by communication with Thers, f 
it cann@t any but.our __ 
And for what danger , we-mayi be ex- 
poſed to: upon this' ſo bonourable ac- 
count, We arc not careful in this 
matter: Our God is able to deliver us 
from the burning fiery furnace z-& if 
not, we think it rather a matter 'to_ be 
ambitious of ,, than of chame or fear , 
to be red there upon. 

"The: pr Invader. of. the | 

wer , int his. Proclamation of 

wentieth of Feberwarii laſt paſt 1687. 
hath-by his —— Authority , arr 
= Royal , & abſolute power, 

es all his Sabjodh toob2y with 
out reſerve , granted a Toleration to Pa> 
roy Quakers,& to A —w—yp 4 
under C 

ſtriions. & | To — In n Which 
Proclamation, the Moderate Pr 
riansare Dolerate only to meet in 

ivate houſes, &,onl & this Indulgence, par 

iniſters a$ accept of 
—_ other, ( whereby all by _ 
to Presbyt inCiples ro- 
teſtations R ſuch” avalt Toleration 
are exclud & ſuch admitted to be 
heard whg haye receded from them ) 
who are thereby obliged to ſay or do 
nothing contrary tq the peace of his 
reign , ſeditious, or treaſonable, under 
the higheſt pains theſe crimes ;will im+ 
port, (& conſequently muſt not declare 
at part of the of God, which 


gencerns his Anticinan enemies but 
conſent 


Fo 
uſe ont-houfes or barnes'( but content 
themſelves. with - the confinements , 
to are reſtrifted in 
'the Goſpel In the mean time all 
Preachers, ' Aﬀiſters / &'Connivers- at 
Field Meetings are tobeperſecuted ac- 
pri rk 10. the utmoſt. OE of the 
Laws triade againſt them. everthe- 
teſfs' alt LaWv-c -or 'AQs' of Parliament, 
—_— or rare nnet 7 _ or 
EXECut an e Popis l 
uy re fubended ſioped & diſabled ſed (i 
all't marry 
ments rn gry) the- Proteſtant eligion = 
ed ) ſo that they Shall be in all 
reſpects 'as free-, as any - Proteſtants 
whatſoever; not only to exerciſe their 
Religion ,” but to enzoy all Offices , Be- 
nefices, &c:' Which 'he shali- think fit 
to beſtow Kerebhe them in'all p—_ 
in any Popis 
oy Pond wk h, when he 
plats) wherein _ bryant 
Pts > ms og -heretable 
rights (& by fame power may invade 
mens heretable -when-he is 
bf caffing & iſe arging —_— 
mer 
Oaths: And in place of all, ſubſtituting 
2'new one, wherein he requires all his 
ſubjeQts or ſach of them 


as' he or his 
Councit-sþall pleaſe, todwear that they. 


acknowledge! him to-be Ki 
& Supreme Governoux' of -the three 
Realms , & over all Perſons therein. 
(Not iover all Caufes , for. the Eccle- 
fialticat Supremacy is "reftored to An- 
tichrilt from whom-it was borrowed, 
&-for which there is/n&-uſe 'at preſebt, 
Abſblute power may do'ithe turn as 
well as this) that/ they hold it unlaw- 
ful for 'ſubjeQs on ny pretence , qr 
for any- cauſe whatſoever (even th6 
he should/ command- his Popish Jeni- 
zaries 90 maſſicte 1) Proteſianr , which 


ing obliging 


ao ferns 
'riſe: mn 
Shall 


idhey: -never 
\PraCtiſers of the 
never reſiſt his 
is Authority -o 
e Compend- 
at the former \& further com- 
—_ an - nt to juſtify all 
is perſonal Admmſtrations , tho never 
ſo outragious as Atts of Lawful Au- 
thority ) but upon'the other hand sball 
to the utmoſt of. their power, defend 
& maintain him his heirs & Suocetſos, 
10 the exerciſe of their abſolute: power 

- Authority againſt all:deadly (where 
ey are to engage not only to oune 
his power, t & tranſcendent 
to all Law divine & humane, & to 
mancipate their _ jon & reaſon with 
all their. Religi civil:i Liberties, 
to the Laftfu rage» & unbridted will 
of a Tyrant ; Bur if he :should ere& 
the formal & dire& worship of Devils, 
& bring all their necks under nog 

ſtring, they muſt neither reſiſt it, 
contradict it , but upon the other yr 
actively concur with: him, in doi af 

his will to the greateft exceſs of 
And mult become executioners of their 
Fathers Mothers, Wives & Chikiren, 
if it shall pleaſe him to put forth his 
abſolute power -in that exerciſe ;- For 
herein he claims & hereby is given a 
power to command what-be will, & 
Subjects to ' obey whatſoever 
he will command, to obey abſolutely 
without reſerve , without reſerve of 
Conſcience, Religion”, Honour, Ho- 


neſty, or Reaſon ; Which proclaims 


him in whoſe name the Proclamation 
15 emitted ; the greateſt T yrantthat ever 
lived'in the orld , far ſurmounting 
all the luft , impudence, &- inſolence 
of any Roman , Sicilian , Turkish, 
Tartarian, or Indian Tyrant , that ever 
he ne n the Liberties of mankind 
But-fingipg-'this -Proclamation” was 
not 


/decanſe of 
ag mi eprone, eat tp: 
to» niend thermatrer ina; Letter to 
—_— ; prac Mazch 31. 1687. 
) he grant- 
ed to all ther should defire on theſe 
termy/ [the benefite of the faid Indul- 
gence; without obliged  to-take 
the -Oath, his only, or' 
—_— arthe. Councit$hould _ them 
behave elves regularly aid peace- 
ably' without giving . cauſe. of offence 
tabim , or any in Anthority. or truſt 
under him. 'By which none of the'for- 
mer reftriftions are itaken away. {the 
Qattvrouty excepted); but! further ex-: 
_— that 'they Shalb. hae 0g 06 
—_ contrary tothe peace 
his. itious or treaſonable ; but 
that they 'behave themfelves regular ST 
= x ls . Yoagare; apes _ 
ace to w 
lefſer offences than ſedition yo, 0m 


ever every thing. that ' will diſplcale n a 
gn 'S Papiſt ,- that is all' faith- 
c&:'in ſeaſdtable duties.or Teſti- 


monies. But taking to. tas, confidera- 
tion'that ſome may-ealily/pud ſuch in- 
terpretations upon his/foreſkid 'Procla- 
mation\, 2s:may'diſcover his drift. & de- 
fign; And: leſt his different: procedure 
in this proje@ with.England & Scotland 
Should make his pretences to conſcience 
ſaſpe&- of Treachery ;- Therefore he 


hath-faller; upon a more; plauſible way 
& green forth-a more ſmooth Procla- 
mation-, -of 'the date the- Twentieth 


eight of June the ſame year , ſuper- 
ſtruced former ,' in; which arc 
further explications, but no taking off 
of former reſtrictions ( except the Oath ) 
ſeeing he further declares, that'by the 
ſame {Soveraign Authority, Prer 

tive Me & -abſblute. _ =_e uſ- 
pends: diſables-all.penal' Laws. 
And" tothe wud vn by bind 
thereby granted , the''peace riry: 
oP dis Government inthepraQicezhere 


w=T ba ho ionn ogar rw Tg 


kanginng upon our Religion , Laws 
& Libenies;;in_ the praQtice of this To- 
leration n).be gives po map vey. ii 
—_— every yay. 1 In tham 
ous ,; &'accprding; $0: their; model, if 
it be. not in way: ) -in;-prinate 
Houſes, Chappels, , or hired; places, 
{a that they gr RS: 'be 
Or 1911W may. .any. 
way tend. to: alienate the 6th the 
Fenpc how: him tbh 'ErPament. 
2% c_ WArning 


(fuitably- is this: 
racy with: Antichriſt; who here! 
of ally: 'who take the, betefite : 


prefent; truce; ms ro duingico 


the good behavioun ) 
nkochtehnnn Cw dich 


perſons.tree 
15'for the trade, that Jeſuites 
may have-accetfs.to: "= 


fies , 
—_— how ery ay Ehego 
they: 0 next 
privie Courdiliees, awe of 
places: are ſet apart for ee 
the-names. of the: Preachers: ( whereby 
they are ; reſtricted :to.:the terms- of 'a 
formal ituz-& muſthaye theirlegſe 


& licence 4or every place.of:preachi 
= nacperſans :are; admitted; but ; tack 


cup: th&vinaines ext ading\hert+ 
bi ticharFen> aty ecatiaet of tuthful- 
neſs” in i: duty are obnoxions-to » their 
wicked Laws in the: fare hr time Field 
Mectings-aze- ftraetly' 5 all 
Laws, & Aft: of Patlament are _—_ 
fay force —_ Aguingathem 3: 


ng 


4 
2 
” 
? 
: 


- 


ayes o 
) the hopes; &"equalling the 
Y ishes-of the: Pts ory hong 
cerned, there is no Shadow of excuſe 
teft ( which- may*Hold to-true.of ſome, 
who” byythis acceptance' diſcover their 
hopes'& wishes., & Zeal:to be termi- 
nate! upon''peace” father than” Truth; 
caſe rather - tham Uuty',:& their. oun 
things rather than the things of Chriſt : 
But-as: for us , it, ſomg;'way anſwers 
our fears, & correſponds with our jea- 
touſfies ;_ And therefore !while- others 
are reJOycing under' the 'shadow of ſuch 
4 bramble ; we think it matter of mourn- 


ing , not becauſe we areexcladed from. 


the benefite: of it , butthat ſo. many are: 
included. in the guilt of it, '& expoſed 
ts the curſeivf it; 'And' do. look upon 
it, as a: ſeaſbnable'-& necelary 'Teſti- 
mony for the Cauſe wf Chriſt, & the 
Intereſt-of the: Proteſtant Religion, & 
the Laws '& Liberties of the C 
all:-ovettarned.& ſubverted by :this To- 
teration ,.* to'' Keep *vur Meetings! as, 
ir» former times inthe open Fields, 
whether his- Tyranny hath driven us. 
But theſe wwho'are' carrying on wick- 
ed: deſigns: know .not what. courfe to 
cake as moſt effectual for gaining their 
ends , & do change their methods ſo 
oft.as they change their thoughts about 
the;aneans moſt apparently ſucceſsful : 
So he hath again thought fit togive out 
another-Proclamation of the date the 
pr Or ww gm g _ _— car, 
eclaring not , perſons, 
Preachers &: hearers that are preſent at 
any Meeting in the = Fields(which 
are their eyelore , becauſe the 
Rights-of the Crown -& Kingdom. of 
Chriſt |are- there pleaded ,: aſſerted. & 
vindicated.) but all. diſſenting Mi- 
niſters, who $hall take upon. them to 
preach-'in houſes , without obſerving 
the foreſaid direQions , as are preſcrib- 
ed: by © the late. Proclamanon.,. viz. 
(that nothing be preached or "taught 
: £ cl 


Wd 
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this: abſolute. & incontrollable Monareh 
or = Government , _— ns 
7 , openly , & public kly 
hea, all perſons freely. admitted to. 
them; And'that they do ſignify and) 
make known-to ſame one or:moe of 
his privie Councillors, Sheriffs, Ste- 
warts , Bailies, Juſtices of peace , or 
Magiſtrates of Royal Burrowghs, what 
place. or .places they ſet apart for theſe 
uſes, with'the names of the Preachers) 
Shall.be alſo: proſecuted with the utmoſt 
a & ſeverity, that. their Laws will 
allow. And:to make all fure, he're- 
quireth every, one of his foreſaid Offi- 
cers ,. to whom ſuch intimation hall 
be made. to. ſend. ta. the: Clerks of the 
privie: Council onceevery moneth , the 
names & Sirnames of the Preachers, 
& the trmes & places oftheir Meetings. 


— In allthis unexpected Clemency : ( as. 


he terims it ) not ſatisfying himſelf with: 
what ' he. hath declared againſt: Field 
Meetings, in the forſaid Praclamations: 
concerning them , he giveth out. 
— = = —_— 18.of —_— 
| ings, calling 
aſſemblies'for the Wor of God, Ran- 
devoures of Rebellion, Authorizing all 
Officers, Civil- & Military to. ap 
hend , ſecure 1n firmance the pertbai 
of ſome Miniſters, & for encour ; 
enſures them the ſumm-of 100. p. Sterl. 
for cach of theſe: Miniſters; A goodly 
price, where with not only they , but 
their Maſter & Meſlage arg,prized, & 
put upon ſome, who ever ſince the firſt 
of theſe Proclamations have been ſo 
unhappy. as' to be innocent -of theſe 
things laid to their. charge, being out 
of the Kingdom, & ſo- out - of. capacity 
to concur-1n that. duty. of catrying and 
following Chriſts, ſtandart in the preach- 
ed Goſpel , | indiſpenſibly required of all 
his Confeſlars that- are. in it,  Wiuch 
as it. proclaums aa ms 
of. + 


JE ( 
of thoſe lies,-wherewith the Proclama- 
tionis-ſtuffed ;- So it may provoke all 
who are; touched, with zcal agaiaſt the 
Indignities done to Chriſt, & would be 
accounted;among his faithful witneſſes, 

. againſt the preſent Antichriſtian deſign, 
to/an ambition of expoſing themſelves 
to the reproach of ſuch lying mouths, 
the greateſt honous of the ants of 
Chriſt. 

Haying now m1 this delincation of 
the foreſaid Proclamations already diſ- 
covered qd * v- —_— in-- 

ity of the preſent deſign againſt our 
CENTS | We mall 
now proceed to offer our Teſtimony 
for the ſame , againſt the preſent at- 
tempts to ruine & zaze it. , And there- 
fore in the firſt place, Teſtifie againſt. 
the Toleration ;- And next for. the obli- 
potion a ro? J & the ne- 
cefſity .& expediency of keeping. our. 
Meetings in he Fields, the ſu flog 
of which being one of the wicked de- 
ſigns of the Toleration, that ſuſpends 
other Laws, but leaves all in force & 

vigoragainft theſe. . 

t ere we begin with the firſt. of theſe,, 

that we may the matter., prevent, 

miſtakes ,. & preoccupy objections, we 
muſt premit.. 1. That Lawful Magi- 

{trats are placed in the Common-wealth 

by God, the Supreme Governour of 

the whole World, to bea terror to evil- 
doers , &-a praiſe to them that do 
well;. So they, rule not for men , but 
for God, with whom is no iniquity: 
But as 'Tyrants & Uſi have no 
more intereſt in this-than Robbers have 
in the.. Authorization of rightful pro- 
prieties ; So where MagiſtratSarc Law- 
ful, & acting Lewfully, they will find 
it their. .duty .to be a tetror. to theſe 
evildoers,, whoare now Tolerited, & 


a-praiſe to them, who are. perſecuted. 


2. We cheerfully ſubſcribe'to that Ar- 


ticle of -our. Confeflion of Faith Chap. 
23... $. 4. That Infidelity - or difference 


13) 
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noms 
. nor 
free the People from the due obe- 
dience to him. But we think it no 
way inconſiſtent therewith to ſay with 
N aphthali pag. 6. Prior Edit. Let the 
words be conſidered, & we are confi- 
_ 0 _ no _— _ y og think one 
acknowl ent of ;j1 u- 
thority , 2 ee halines a Satin 

ound to infer that Tyranny 1s there- 

y either allowed. or:priviledged. Fur- 
ther we all that is. in the Con- 
feflion., viz... Dominium nin fundari is 
gratia. Yetthis we aſſert ; thata Prince, 
who not only is of another Religion, but 
anavowed enemy to, & overturner of 
the Reli of: 6 liched by Law LY in- 
«tending. & endeavouring. to introduce a 
heretical, falſe, s & Idolat- 
rous Religion, can. claim no juſt & legal 
Authority ; but in” this caſe, the People 
may very lawfully decline his pretended 
uſurped Authority. For th6 Infidelity or 
difference of Religion, does not make 
void Authority , where i is lawfully in- 
veſted with conſent of the People, & 
RON GATOR on their religious ; 

| iberties; Yet it may incapacitate 
a oa , & lawfully ſechude him from 
Authority , over a Chriſtian People 
having the reformed Religion eſtablish- 
ed by Law, & confirmed by ſolemn & 
national Covenants, both according to 
MENS or 2.008 » yu _ 
capacitea Papiſt 0 uthority, Su- 
preme or Subordinate ; And by the Oath 
of Coronation, which obliges all Kings 
at the reception of their Princely Au- 
thority , to make their. faithful promiſe 
to maintain the true Religion of Chriſt 
Jeſus ( by which ever ſince the framing 
of that Oath, was meant only the Pro- 


teſtant Religion) & hall abolish and 
gainſtand all falſe Religions ,&c. And 
conſequently muſt not ſo much as To- 
lerate Popery which no Papiſts can 
engage, or be admitted to ſwear , ac- 
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cording 
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P 
cording to the Word of God; which I 


forbids expreſsly to'ſet a Stranger over 
us, who;1s not our Brother Deur. 17: 
15. Which includes as wel a ſtranger 
of a ſtrange Religion , as one of a 
ſtrange Country. is is not our No- 
tion only ; It is aſſerted by Do&tor Guild 
in his expoſition 2 Sam. 5. 1, 2.” Obſerve 
5 pag. 104. We infer the general rule of 
ciedion of Magiſtrats , as' well in re- 
gard of his qualities, & form ofeleQion 


as of the end, wherefore 'he is to be 


elected. As for his qualities x He 
muſk not be a ſtranger in birth , much leſs 
in Religion, bur muſt be ofa conjunQtian 
aatural & ſpiritual with them' whom 
he governeth, otherwiſe 'there can be 
no ſympathic nor ſymbolizing between 
them. 2. He muſt be able to govern, 
which is called here to lead out & in: 
Next the 'form of his eleQion should 
be by common &' yol conſent , 
according to. the conſtiturwn- of the 
State, & Oath or obligation of right 
adminiſtration, the rule whereof, should 
be the Law of God, & poſitive Con- 
ſtitutions of the realm, and laſt the end 
Should be to feed the People, carin 

that they be ſpiritually fed mn the fool 
of life, & temporally, that they be not 
ſpoyled, or bereft of their means of the 
life corporal, to'be their Guider , Pro- 
rector, Father, Patron, & to have a 
regard to all neceſſities , as the good 
Paſtor hath. to his sheep & the Father 
to his family. Arid 'before him, it is af- 
firmed by Famous Mz. Knox , whoſe 
four propoſitions , as they are to be read, 
in the account of his hfe , before his 
Ewe? in Juarto , & proſecuted in his 
ſeco LG , we $hall here-inſert. 1. It 
is not birth only , nor propinquity of 
blood that maker a King away to 
reign, over a People Profefſing Chriſt 
Jetus , & his. Eternal, yerity, but in his 
eleQtion, the ordinance, which God hath 
eſtablished in the. eleQiion of inferiour 
Judges muſt be obſerved: 2. No ma- 


) 
nifeſt Idolater : 


his 


nor notorfous transgreſ- 
ſor of Gods Holy precepts, bar 
be promoted'to any publick'Re , 
honour or dignity, iftfany realm, 'Pro- 
vince or City , thathath ſubjeQed them- 
ſelves to Chriſt Jeſus , & this bleſſed 
Evangel. 3. Neither can 'Oath or pro» 
miſe bind any ſuch People, to obey & 
maintain Tyrants againſt God & his 
Truth known. 4. But if rashly'they 
have promoted any manifeſt wicked 
perſon, or yet ignorantly have choſen 
ſuch an one, as after declareth himſelf 
unworthy of 'regiment above the Peo- 
ple of God: (& ſuch'be all Idolaters 
& crue} perſecutersY moſt juſtly; may 
the ſame men depoſe* & punish him, 
that unadviſedly before they did nomi- 
nate, appoint & eleq, . And befides we 
are to remember, the praQice of theſe 
vehtterable divines, that penned that ex- 
cellent' Confeflion ,, how avowedly 
they | Gorrmm & proſecuted , & ant- 
mated & encouraged the Parliament to 
an oppoſition to the then King , abuſing 
uthority to the detriment of Re- 
ligion & Liberty , & to the obſtruction 
ot Reformation : And the declared prin- 
ciple of the general afſembly -of this 
Church, when they refaſed to concur 
in that unlawful eng nt, for re- 
ſtoring of Charles the Erſt till rity 
were had by ſolemn Oath under his 
hand & ſeal. That he Should for him- 
ſelf & Succeſſbrs , give his Aſſent to all 
AQts' & Bills; for ernjoyning Presbyte- 
rian Goyernment, & 'never make op- 
poſition to it , nor etideavour , any 
change thereof July ult. 1648. ſeſs. 21. 
And when they retuſed to admit Char- 
les 'the ſecond to the” exerciſe of his 
power, except he should:take the Co- 
venant, as it-is to be Teen im their fea- 
ſonable” & neceſſary bremny | ly 27. 
ſeſs. 27. 1649. * And in the of the 
Weſt Kirk Auguſt 14: 1650. wherein 
they declare that they will not oune 
him nor his lntereſt,” otherwayes on 
| wi 


iſs ounce $:poochoms he Ch 
as : 
& diſclaims-his & his Fathers 
poſition. to the Work of God, &to th 
Covenant. By all theſe it is evident, 
that our. renowned Reformers , were 
not- men /of ſach a principle, as that 
People were bound to ounc, ,& 
maintain a Tyrant againſt God , & his 
Truth: And that neither the Authors 
of our Confeffion of Faith in England, 
nor owners thereof in Scotland , did 
ever underſtand that Article ſo, as that 
a enemy to our Coyenanted 
Reformation, letbe an [dolaterous he- 
retical Enemy tothe Chriſtian Religion, 
could be capable of ing rule , or 
owned to be a Ruler over the Lords 
"_ in _ \ NE : that 
COU e intire Loyaltie ſuper- 
on it by the Citizens & In- 
habitants of Edinburgh & CO 
that give out themſelves to be of the 
Presbyterian perſuaſion, & profeſſed 
them in their Addref$ to the perſon 
Government of ſuch an one, as the 
Duke of York. 3. It is the right. and 
duty of Magiſtrats- to uſe an 1mpera- 
give , coercive & cumulative power 
about Church matters, in commanding 
Miniſters to do their miniſterial do- 
ties , preſcribed unto them , ' by their 
only Head & Maſter Chriſt ; In reſtrain- 
ing Idolatry', Superſtition , error and 
Prophanneſs ; In giving the Ambaſls- 
dours of Chriſt their proteQion , and 
adde their civil ſanQtion to juſt & law- 
ful Eccleſiaſtick decrees. And it is the 
duty of Miniſters , to t unto the 
Magiſtrate all the foreſaid power , and 
to be thankful to God, & grateful to 
them ; for the benefite ofthe right exer- 
ciſe of it. Arid to pray for them, that 
we may lead aquiet & peaceable life in 
all Godlineſs & honeſty. But for uſur- 
pers to aſſume to- themſelves a Sove- 
raign Authority , prerogative Royal and 
lute power, to ranverſe their Con- 
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. Toterate Idotatry , &allow 
ings for Goſpel Ordinances only 
with reſtriQtions to who may 


= 


not be allowed by any 
have a hand 'in ray > 9p the Church 
to all 


& yeeldi 
on _—_ ies: And oy pray for Bo 
pro yrants , that we may 
enſlaved in our Religion & Liberty, is 
a SENS. - is _— the hon- 
our of Kings pin People 
to have true Humane & Chriſtian Lis . 
berty,citablished im the common wealth, 
that is, Liberty of perſons from flave- 


ry, Liberty of priviledges from T'yran- 
ny, & Li of Conſcience from all 
Impoſitions of men, confiſting in a free- 


dom fgom the Doctines, 'I raditions 
or the Commandments of men, againſt 
or beſide the Word of God, inthe free 
enjoyment, of Goſpel Ordinances in 
purity & power, & in the free obſer- 
vance & eſtablichment of all his Inſti- 
tutions of Do&rine,, Worship , Dilſci- 
pline & Government, - 1 ination 
to the only rate of conſcience, the re- 
vealed will of its only Lawgivet Jeſus 
Chriſt. When this is ratified as a right, 
by the Sanction of approven Authbori- 
To & countenanced- & encoura 
igion, bythe confirmation of Laws, 
ving . whatſoever is commanded 

by the God of Heaven, to be done for 
the Houſe of the God of Heaven 
(which is the fall amount of all Ma- 
giſtrats Authority ) then weare obliged 
to accept of it , with all thankful ac- 
ceptation: But facha Liberty , as over- 
turns our Kights, our Priviledges, our 
Religion, & Tolerats it only under the 
notion of a crime , & Indemnites it 
under the notion of a fault to be par- , 
doned, & allowes the exerciſe thereof 
only in part, ſo & ſo modified, cannot 
be accepted by. any 'to whom the: re- 
proach thereof is a burden, '&to _ 
c 


_— 


Choy” (1 
the ri es of Chriſt, are in eſteem, 
in ſuch a day, when even the hoofſs of 
Chriſts Intereſt , buried in bondage, are 
to be contended for. What 
this"may be to ſome Conſciences. It 
is none to the tender, according tothe 
rule of Conſcience. 5. It is certain a 


-ought $0 reſtore, what right 
bn , he hath robbed from the 


Or 
Church, if it be the ſame Liberty re- 
ſtored, that was taken away. Yeawe 
concede, if - _ Shall = a 
= Ample permiffion iberty to the Mi- 
niſters of the Church , to exerciſe all 
the parts of their Office without any 
encroachment upon any kind of power 
ſeated in Churches Iudicatories , & ha- 
ving no ſinful tendency, Miniſters may 
lawfully improve it, for the advance- 
ment of the Kingdom of Jefus Chriſt: 
But this js ſo far from being the ſame 
that was taken away , that no part of 
it 15 reſtored as it was robbed, but fo 
defaced & depraved with Antichriſtian 
& Tyrannical Modifications, that none 
that adhere to Scotlands Reformation, 


can receive it, as a part of that Liber- 


wherewith Chriſt had made them 
ce. 6. Asit is Miniſters duty , by ver- 
tue oftheir Commiſſion. & Charge from 
Chriſt, to exerciſe all the parts oftheir 
Office fully & freely , whither Magi- 
ſtrats will or not; So if we __— have 
Liberty ſo to exerciſe our function ina 
freedom from civil reſtraints we would 
willingly take & improve it. Yea as 
we abhore the continued perſecution 
againſt us, not ſo much for the wrongs 
ve ſuſtain by it, as for the wickedneſs 
thereof ; So we deteſt the extending 
of it againſt any for Religion or Con- 
ſcience ſake , or the offering violence 
to any mans Conſcience , -& in a ſafe 
ſenſe could allow that principle , which 
he would make the world belicve to be 
his, who now ſeeks to withdraw all 
Conſciences from the trwe & only Rule 
Ofit, that it ought not to be violented 


6) 


£ 


or (asit is ſaid 'in the-Englich Detls- 
ration) firced. in matters of meer 'Religime; 
poorer om necefity , a __ 
n/t any man on the account of big 
popſicgiar If his conſtant encroachments 
upon our lives , Laws and Liberties; 
& all our-Intereſts as 'men #&-Chriſti- 
ans, befides the known bloody Tenets 
of Papiſts, did not: manifeſt the impu- 
dence of this lying —_— and if it 
were not notour, that even ſince this 
pretended Liberty, many have been ba- 
nished, impriſaned &purſued, meerly 
for Conſcience ſake. And it muſt be 
ou blindneſs not to ſee, & great 
Idneſs- willingly to winck at- that 
double faced cquivocation , in matters 
of meer Religion, 'or uſing invincible 
neceflity ; By which he can elude 
when he pleaſes all theſe flattering pro- 
miſes of tenderneſs , by excepting at 
the moſt neceflary & indidj e du- 
ties , if either they be ſuch , wherein 
any other Intereſt is concerned , beſide 
meer Religion or if the troubles ſuſ 
tained thereupon ; be not altogether 
invincible neceflities. Hence the plain 
falshood & — his aſſertions, 
as to what is paſt, may give ground to 
conclude his intended Perkidie in pro- 
miſes of what is fature. But to accept of 
a Liberty cl with encroachments 


| upon the Liberties of Chriſts free King- 


dom ,, or ejther formally or interpre- 
tatively , direQly or indireQly to give 
way to a Toleration of | Idolatrous or 
e wayes of worship , is odious to 
all that know the rule of Conſcience : 
Th6 Conſcience is not to be forced 
either to Religion or Irreligion ; And 
Religion is not to _ be: propogated by 
force, yet the open effarts & overt-aQs, 
& propagation of Irreligion, Atheiſin, 
Idolatry , Blaſphemy , &c. -ought to be 
reſtrained by force, & every perſon pre- 
tending to Conſcience conlitrained to 
ve outward reſpeQ to the Lawgiver, 
rule of Conſcience. , And oy, —— 
.verty 


ey eye mores exgottyai 
;tend to Tolerate what isd choncne 
to} God or deſtruQtve :to cen- 


to declare our Teſti- 
inſtthe Toleration. And this 
do, both as it 1s ſiniply and 
ber > mn ly conſidered. | 
——__by, wecannot 


but Sy ny nw 
= it doth palpably 
crofh - conttadiat the will of God , 


rm rogr the Scriptures of Truth, 

Fe 1524 3, 4+ Exod. 33. ZI 32, 33- 
Zo .3J4- 12,13, 14, 15. Deat. 7. 2-6. 
25, 26. Deur. 1 3: 6, 12:&c. Fosh. 22. 10, 
12. Forb. 2.3. < Fady. 2. 1. 2,3: 
1 Som. 3.13, 14+ 1 King. 19. 40. 2 Aing. 
9+) 2:2; 2 Chron. 15: 15, 16. ' Bal. 101. 
throughout. 1 Prov. 20.8. Cant. 2. 15. 
Exh 43-7; 8. Zerh. 13. 2, 3,4 John 2. 
35; 16. Rows. 173. 3, 4- « 2. 2. 14, 20. 
Prov. 17. 16. 

2- The Commiſſioners of the Ge- 
neral- Aﬀembly did plainly & fully 
winelſs againſt the. To that was 
_ Anno 1649. And thereve- 
rend Aſſembly of wines at Weſt 
minſter , have in the er Cate- 
chifme , inthe expoſition of the ſecond 
Commandment, reckoned the ETD 
on © Rehgion ns 
forbidden therein. At in the Con- 
feffion- of Faith Chap. 20. $. 4. Aſſerted 
that fuch —_— s or ICeS 8s. = 
contrary to t tof nature, or t 
known dndoiebn G—_ , orde- 
ſtructive to the external ' Order 
which Chriſt hath ched in the 


SIO? 
e power civil 

Cheb, 2J: - That itzs the Magiftrats 

duty to gry care, that the TruthofGod 

be kopt pure & imvire,, thatall blaſphemic 


\ 


4c! 


3- In regard. that . « Fyjnes 
utterly rep unto & 
with the.un le. Oath.of 


the National Covenant 
condemning it, Tune jap 4 
ſolemn 1 Covenant. It is not 
the way to maintain nay cannot COn- 


dining ) {hag 

Oe ti ren 
is a 

rpg &th G 
power et of Go = 


To free our Souls from the 
others mens fins, . to make the 
ny & his Name one; All which we = 
& ſworn unto in the preſence 
ighty God, the ſearcher-0f all 
_ a true igtcnt-t@ performe 
the ſame, as we hall anſwer_at the 
great day , when the ſecrets ofall hearty 
$hall be difcloſed, 
4 In regard of the fad. & finful ef- 
fedks ; that ® produceth ſych as the 
growrh & increaſe of hereſie,, {i 
tion and ctror , the p the 
Lords , the. contempt & caſting 
looſe. of h diſciphne ; the ſubver- 
fron of Souls, the offence ofthe Godly 
& Faithful. - In ſtead'of Reformation , 
Godlinels, ah ered ae 
ineſs, vain | 
love, bitter heart bucdi 5 & jealoulies 
Inſtead of union, fchiſme-& diviſon; And 
inſtead of peace , contention & ſtrife 3 
Inſtead of Government and Order , 
Anarchy & Confuſion, as it is elegantly 
held: forth! & evidenced by the Miniſtens 
_ Perth: & Fife in their forecited Te 
imony pag, 34. 'The General Af 
_—_ Church in their Declaration 
n to their Brethren: in En 
land, fay;, what is Liberty 
ſtietce, but _— of error , 


"Chifine 


(18) 


ſehifime, herefie, dishononr of God, 
oppoſing the Truth , hindering Refor- 
mation, & ſeducing others. And-the 
Miniſters of the nty Palating of 
Lancaſter in their harmonious Teſti- 
mony againſt Toleration ſubſcribed: by 
them N . 7. 1647. do fittly adde that 
a Toleration is the puting a Sword into 
a mad mans hand, a cup of Poiſon in 
to the hand of a child, a letting looſe 
of mad 'men with fire brands in their 
hands, an appointing a city of refuge in 
mens La diezces for Pe pnfes 
to, a laying of the-ſtumbling block before: 
the blind, a proclaiming Liberty to the 
Wolves to come into Chriſts told to 


ee rem his Lambs ; A Toleration 
of Soul-murther ( the greateſt Murther 
of all other) and for the eftablish- 
ing whereof damned- Souls in; Hell, 
would accurſe men on earth : Cbuld it 
be py for tender Conſciences, 
to e 


| away all Conſcience ; If 
evil be ſuffered it will not ſuffer good ; 
If error be not kept under. , it will 
be Superiour. In fine , let any read 
7 urham- 1 _ excellent _ 
of ſcandal, particularly part. 3. Chap. 
2 pag. 146. 147. - And- they will ſee 
how he holdeth forth the Toleration , 
& ſuffering of error to-be a thing moſt 
hateful in its ſelf, moſt hartful in its 
conſequences , & moſt diſpleaſing to 
Chriſt : For if error , (ſaith he) be 
ſuch an evil, that thwarteth.. 1. Both 
with Gods Holineſs & Truth: And 2. 
That hazardeth- ſo. many Souls (' for 
never a plague hath ſo deſtroyed the 
face of the viſible Church nor carried 
ſo Souls to Hell. as error hath 
done) then. the ſuffering of it, cannot 
but be hateful to.him, who Loveth his 
Church. 3. There is no way, whereby the 
Devil reproacheth Ordinances , & the 
word, more than. by this,by turning them 
to the quite contrary end, as.if he would 
outshoot the Lord in his .oun bow 
(which is abominable to 'mention } & 


invert his oun means; '& turn his-oun 
weapons upon him; & ſuffering ofthis 
is a conniving at his deſign. '4.  Thers 
is no way by which the Devil may fo get 
in on Chriſts.Servants to ſeduce them, as . 
by this, as in the Epiſtle to Thyatira 
is clear. And can there danger-come 
ſo nigh Chriſt & he not diſpleaſed-with 
what ſtrengtheneth their ſnares..5. 'This 
doth equal, yea inſome reſpe&-prefer 
the Devil to him ſofar as in us lieth , & 
ſo cannot but provoke his jealouſie ; 
For, ſo the Devil hath Liberty to vent 
his Lies with Truth equally ;. And there 
parc Low wg Lies , though there be but 
one I ruth he hath» by this moe doors. 
opened to him than. the Goſpel. hath. 
6. This doth make even the Truth, 
Ordinances and Religion it ſelf to be 
thought light of ; When all theſe have 
toleration, it is on the matter.a proclaim» 
ing an Indifferency to bein theſe things 
than which nothing can. more ; 
on the jealous God , whoin'his Ward 
putteth ſach a difference , ' & sheweth 
ſuch deteſtation at indifferency. 7. This 
bringeth hudge confugons - on -the 
__ or 1. = theſe errors _ 
rupt teachers. prevail, they carry Souls 
after them & deſtroy them ,” & onght 
that to be thought light of 2... If t 
prevail-not, yet they: croſs, afftid& & 
offend them, & ſo prove a ſnare and 
burden. to them ,, of whom the Lord 
is tender. 8. Toleration doth either ac- 
count litle of error, as being no. hurt- 
ful thing, & ſo there can be noefteem 
of Truth; or it doth account little- of 
the deſtruction: of Souls ; both which 
muſt. be abominable. 9. Errordoth not 
only break Gods Law , but doth teach 
= to EINE thereof muſt 
a maintain 4 : to trans- 
zrefſion & Rebellion apainſtthe Lord: 
Next we. witacſh: this preſent 
Toleration complexly confidered.. And' 
that we do FF | 
I.. In reſpe& of the Granter ;-con- 
fidered 


lon, or Relation, he 
ering men, zperſon 


whoſe daintics are not to. be defired, 
.& that when he ſpeaketh is notto be 
believed, for there are ſeven abomi- 
nations in his heart , Prov. 26. 25, His 
Plots & praQiices in his known accefſion 
to the ging. © frye ig 1666. Inthe 
Popish Plot diſcovered 1678. Ia the 
Murder of the Earl of Eſſex, do give 
ſome ſwatch and ſpecimen of his former 
craſ & cruelty, & of what further he 
may be ſuſpected to intehd as meri- 
torious to atone for ſuch villanies, to 
wit the Exterpation of the Proteſtant 
Wagon, than which in the eſteem of 
Papilts nothing can be more meritori- 
ous. And for which he hath deſerved 
to forefeit all-truſt with men of know- 
- ledg or Conſcience; he is known of all 
to be an Excommunicat Papiſt, and a 
ſworn votarie & yaſlal of Aatichriſt, 
& enrolled in the Societie of Jeſuites, 
and therefore being in his principles-pro- 
feſſedly treacherous, yea obliged to 
both treacherous & truculent . by. that. 
Religion:, he cannot. be truſted in the 
leiſt concerns ,. let be thoſe of ſuch 
tmomentuous conſequence, without a 
* ſtupid abandoning of Conſcience, rea- 
ſon & experience ; When both that 
known principle , that no Faith is to be 
kept to Hereticks , eſpouſed by all Papiſts, 
does to them juſtify all their lying difſi- 
mulations, equivocations & treacherics 
imaginable; And that. Lateran canon, 
that enjoyns Kings to deftroy © extirpate 
Hereticks under the pain of excommunication, 
does oblige him to. be ont: 0, Fer 
ſtants , by. him elteemed to be ſuch. 
Refi? ae in his ran, he can! 
be looked upon, as 2 rightful or righte- 
aus Magiltrars, by ary at underſtands 
& conhders the Inſhitution,,  Conſti- 
tution , CharaQers & Boundagies of that 
Sacred Ordinance, & knowes by what 
dreadful & deteſtable tacans he uſurped 


unto , make transaQtion with, .c a | 
ary ſecurity from ſuch a Grazter.. that 
expeQs the benefite of the Lords San- 
Qtuary 1a. 8. 12. 13. If it was the 
Schechemites ſin & shame to ſtrengthen 
a naughty «Abimelech & ſtrengthen them- 


. ſelves under the Shadow of his pro- . 


teQion Fudg. 9.9. Much more mult. it 
be to take proteQuion for Religion , as 
well as peace from a man of cruelty and 
treachery. 

2. In reſpeQ of its deſign ; which 
he humſclf expreſſeth to be: to unite the 
hearts of his ſubjeQs.to him in loyalty, 
& to their Neighbours in Love: h 
is to encline & induce them by flatterie 
to lawleſs loyalty, & a ſtupide con- 
tented ſlavery, & make, them aQiyely 
cooperate, in ſetting up o* ſetling his 
Tyrannie in the - indiſtu offetſion- 
of all his uſurpation-;, And to incor- 
porate them with Babylon; For, who 
are the Neighbours , he would have 
them unite with. in Love , butthe Pa- 
piſts, againſt whom all the Lovers of. 
Chriſt, muſt profeſs, irreconcilible En- 
mity. _ But in the ſenſe & ſentiments of 
all ſound & zealous Proteſtants; The 
deſign of the Wark & "Worker. is to 
get unto himfelf an acknowledgment 
of his blaſphemous abſolutneſs, and to 
advance it over all Laws, in. a way, 
which, will be beſt acquieſced in by the 
People till he be ſo ſtrengthened init, 
that he fears ng control. ; To.. get all, 
the Accepters one- way or © other: to 
operate with him in his Popizh and 
bloody ends. To get our penal Laws 
again the Subjets and Promoters, of 

ntichriſts Kingdom-with the leſs con- 
C_ ipped and diſabled which 

y. this eſteemed gratious od 
grateful - Acceptance of hy fo 
already, effeQuated.. And now by the 
ſame meaſures he is encouraged; ta 
atchicye the total reſcindingand repea 
ing of them. _ Jn, thy; 2050p fins. 

| | 2 


drift 


» 


drift is very vifidtc , and te ro 
ſiries Proteſtants to hyre theſe 
Presbyterians, whom he calleth more 
arm: 11 to — his Clemency , 
while he is exercifipg it , 1 pillaging 

lundering , hunting , apprehending , 
inactring) danishing & killing other 
Conſcientious Non-conformiits ; To 
ſtop the mouths of Proteſtants with this 


morſel of Liberty , while he is filling 


all the places of power & truſt, wit 
men, devoted ro his wil by taking 
off the penal Laws , difabling them, 
& then, when all power is inthe bands 
of bloody Papiſts , none $hall dare to 
matter, o_ the ſetting up of the 
publick . And finally hedefigns 
to. infarnate the body of the Lang, & 
lolt. chem 2 , by this intoxicating 

tam, or'at leiftto lay them by from 
al! oppofition , till he undermine. and 
overturn the Proteſtant Religion , and 
eftabligh Poperic & Slavery 


ſmooth faner 


Truth, and by getting the-Laws agai 


we a; ry 
ligion : 'Or tenderiag*ther 
the Zidonians , who dwelt carcleflly , 


em ſecnre , as 


to make his bloody, Mafſacring attempts 
upon the whole body , & what he 10- 
tends to do with the whole , 'if, they 
come not the full length of Comply- 
ance ,.may -be ſeen in his outragious 
| with the Welt 'uf. Scotland, 
the old of his malice which as ſome- 
rimes he hath expreſſed his defire , ſo 
now i- ſeems he deſigns ta make a 
unting-field. We may ſee' through 

| cal Hi of farmer ages, 
what wicked and hellish defi 
of tris charaQer have had ; in their Prote< 
farions and; Proclamations of pretend- 
& favour. It is.kwon how. Juharirhe 
er devices tic uſed 

, fave a Tole- 
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the men. 


_ pen wal Bo ent Pro-- 
efſions we Chriſtians, 
whereof there were many 2l ith 
thoſe dayes : And he commenced this 
curſed contrivance , by calling home 
the Orthodox Bishops , whom. Con-- 
{tantius banished , thar the Church might 
be embroiled by a civil war” of Con- 
tention among themſelves, asSozomen 
obſerves lib. F. And'in the mean time 
conniving at ,, & encouraging the taw- 
leſs outrages _ calgary rp ean 
againft them, which th they 
were well enough Althortet ikngwe 
ing it would pleaſe the Emperour, 
which was an unwrittet Law to them, 
which afterwards was followed with g. 
more. open taced & declared war againſt 
all that profeſſed Chriſt ; which 1s ex- 
aQly aped by. Fames. the Apoſtate now: 
for the ſame end. ' So the Maſflacre of 
5 was r_ Ns ww the Ki 
ng . his r to the. King 

News tha? famous Proteſtant Prince, 
& with many publick & ſolemn Prote-- 
ſtations & rations of favour to. 
the Proteſtant Church , white in. the 


' mean! time , they were plotting & cons. 


fpiring, how to them alt; 

wherennto. he was inſtigare- by Fezebel ; 
his Wife, he was. forward: 
enough hi , his genius leading him. 


that' way, & which was carried'on by 


the Duke of Guiſe,  as' the main leatier 
of theſe Murderers., who fill cried out 
(which was all'the Law & reaſon 'he 
uſed', for, in thefe Ruf- 
fians to that hellich outrage?) Courage 
my Fellowes this .is the Kings command , 13: 
is his expreſs ill & pleaſure. And after 
burchterig the famous!” Colighi ; thi 
went thorow the ftreers (ar the tolin 
of rhe Royal bell, which was the fi 
of that. horride perpetration) killing all 
Proteſtants , without diſtinQion of age, 
fexe or quality, fo thar*in the ſpace of 
rwo houts or thereabour, ren rhouftnd 
were cruelly put to' death in thar $6 
Cc 


of 


of the bottomleſs pit. We have alſo 


x recent” inſtance of the crudlty and 
Treachetie | 


Doke ——#ebap fey ie Gs 
of the 
eta UL. meet in the val- 


enj 


got then ſpoyled 
of their outyard' defence, he- carched 
mahy thoufands of them) , killing them in 
Duke” of. York dbth' affe& miuch the 
adfolutnefs- of the French Monarch, 'ſ6 


. declared Pre rogative., 


by 


e' over promiſes as over 
ws') and however many do- extol 
him 25 « Gratious Prince ) then that he 


chall trace the ſteps of his'falſehood; pr 
*& Romish Zeal. only 


z. orue m 
That fo'we may: have an' Inſtunce' of 
Babylohs deceir-&: in Brittain 
& Irdand; which may make other I1- 
ſtances , not to be Remembered. They 
are blind who do not ſee, &'{tupid who 
have notthe ſenſe of the dreadfulneſs'of 
theſe s of this'T'olerator, which he 
thinks to Iccomphdti bythis T.okration; 
unto Which tis revy hafefyietes which 
catttor be couriterated; 'bur very much 
ſtregthenied by thisucee of it. 


3. Inr of ity Fountiliry,” from 
whence it flowes, & is-given forth , a 
&fponicat '&" Arbitrarian-Do! jon, 


ma ter 'us'ſe; what 
K Prinees; who 
thetnſelves to the luſt & rage of 
Popish Orders, theſe locuſts come ont. 


weltay extenoy y better of him (what 
ever he-pto = who cando undo}. 
. ; ce s 


folut# i power”, 


+ 
4 
It 


Laws, only 
not' be- 1 I 0 
what . 3 being con 
trary , , ry. 26 the ends 
of all Government, . the God, 
& the'good of humane Yocieties;,  man-- 
cipating all ee bnrereſts of matileind to - 
the luſt of ont impoweted 
all, againſt v6 


inconſiſtent with ay rt 
Qans have; -eithpr of Religiotror | 


& #6 eannotbe-the ordinance of. ; 


Tn nos 
all-L w6\6id, needleds. & uſeleſs, & 


7 
his: will, for-ther Rule of his power. - 
_ 193: Zpleſi 1401: 1/ad. 46.10. 


guilie. of” ab-- 


| again(d ir; . 


agthe-invei 


inthe aſſembly r5$2. T his-is the founs» - 
tit & foundation of this: Toleration, - 
by which-indeed , thename &common 


may. 


C 3 


( 
may be for a time ſuffered precariauſly 
durante benep) acito donatoris, untill his plea- 
ſure. $hall be to command the eſtablish- 
ment--of Popery , which then he will 
expe muſt be complied with without 
controll, But all avouched adherence 
to old Proteſtant and Presbytcrian prin- 
Ciples is; hereby interdidted ,,: ſo all;the 
tcnure, that Proteſtants have for their 
Religion, is only the arbitrary word of 
an- abſolute Dominator, whoſe prin- 
Ciples oblige him to break it, & his ab- 
ſoluteneſs to difdain-to be a flave tg it. 
Howbeitit _ RR, Lu. the 
acceptance of this grant declaredly pro- 
ceeding-from-ſuch a power , os pro- 
feſledly requiring the acknowledgment 
of it , in the acceptance does , py 
the recognizance of this: power , that 
the Granter claims in granting it. | 
14:..In reſpeR of its Conveyance., .& 
that is through the eonduit of the moft 
apparent means of eltablishing Popery, 
& ſubverting Proteſtancy , by ſtopin 
& diſabling all theſe penal Laws 


Statutes enacted againſt Papiſts,, & leav+ 
ing in farce, yea comtendingto.oxeonte 
according to their rigor, all Iays,nagde a- 
inſt honeſtPresþyterians,themoſt true 
faithfut Proteſtants) & xſtoping'none 
of the moſt cruel ofthem —— 
more & more barbarous Edits agai 
them ; For 'the moſt cruel, are:fuch as 
are made againſt Ficldrmectmgs , which 
are hereby left in ful vigor, what mean 
can. be more -effefual» to deſtroy 'our 
Reformation ; than to ſuſpend all Laws 
againſt any ,. that shall attempt the utter 
ſubverſion of it, and ratifie allwicked 
Aft againſt ſuch as. would moſtavow- 
edly  afſert , or own the fobligation of 
all ſacred wart He om 1 it *-: Hence 
as he hath-pre - by abſolute pawer 


ro 
teQion of our Religion, ſo by the ſame, 
when he will, he may repealall Laws 
for its eſtablishment. . And theſe who 
apptove the one: by ſuch-an acceptance, 


22) 


all Laws:, madefor the pro- fend 


recognoſce a powerin thR 'Tolerator 
to. ſubvert all Laws ; And ſo, by ac-” 
cepting this lawleſs, & Law-ſubvet 
Liberty , hey make themſelves guilty 
of the palpable breach of the national 
Covenant, where -the Laws are; con+ 
tained ,, which-this Toleration ſuſpends; 
And dreadfully acceſſory to all the ſad 
efteQts of this undermining all the legal 
bulwarks of our Religion. . 

5- Inreſpe& of the nature & extent 


'of it. It, is Tolergtion , which is al- 


wayes, of eyil, for that which is' good, 
cannot be Tplerazed, under, the notion 
of good , : but -countenanced & encour- 
aged as good. , Therefore it refleQs 
upon our Religion, when a Tojextion 
is accepted, which implies ſuch, a re- 


* proach; ſeeing it is not ratified as a Right, 


nor encouraged as a Religion, but/1'o- 
lerated_under the —— a; an evil to 


'be ſuffered. ' And ſuch a Toleration as 


maks the Profeſſors of Chriſt ; partners 
in .the fame bargain with Antichriſts 
Vaſlals, & ſets up the Ark inthe place, 
& under the {aine ſronce with dagon; 
& the Devils. threshoJds by the Lords 
threshold ;-& whereby a ſhuce is open- 
ed, to let the.enemy come in 2 
flood, none lifting up a Standartagair 
them. Since it is a Toleration', -not 


- only of Archbishops., Bishops & Cu- 


rats ,' but of all Quakers and Papiſts, 
reaching -4ll- Jdolatrie,,.  blaſphemie , 
Hereſie : which to accept, is Fparrary 
to Scripture, our eflionof Faith, 
& Catechiſimes, as was shewed above; 
and clearly inconſiſtent with. the prin- 
ciples of the Church of Scotland , with 
the Covenants, natianal & ſolemn lea- 

E , whete we, are bound 7 extirpeze 

opery , Ge. Rreſerve-thy Reformation ,. gc- 


our Tibotjer , & 10, never to accept 


of a Toleration in its nature & tendency 

everſive of all theſe precious Intereſts , 

we are ſworn to maintain. | 

- 6. InreſpeR of its:conditions 3limi- 
' rations 


tations & reſtrictions, by; which all 
kinds 'of power, that Chriſt hath ſeated) 
in his. Church-1s invaded; invalidated ,: 
& evacuated. ; As ( 1) the Dogmatick 
power, whereby Miniſters are yygudge 
of Truth & Error, in point of Doctrine, 
tothe Word of God only: this 
Key is extorted out oftheir hands; for 
according to the foreſaid Proclamations,. 
nothing may be taught by the moderate. 
Presbyterian 'Miniſters , wa their To- 
lerated Meetings , that can; be inter- 
preted by the Court, (according to their 
will, or their Law ; for all is one) to 
bove any . fo , alienate the hearts of 
the People ,: from this. incontra{able. Tyrant 
or lis Goverment. | Naw by vertuc of 
this condition , they may not doQtrinal- 
ly diſcoyer-unto People ,. the affronted 
wickedneſs of this ynparalelled prero- 
gative ;.-They.. may not shew the ini- 
quitie of the ;.. nor warn of the 
evil thereof; - They. may... not: teſtific 
againſt the introduQtion of Poperie, nor 
theſe means 'that give ananlet unto. it; 
They .may. not once mention any wic- 
ked. deſign ,.' in allthis courſeiof z curſed 
Toleration {They may not teach the 


obligation of the Covenants ; Neither P 


withek agal » tle nap" 1 age | 
prefly;''Nor reprovethe publick fins 
the't "_ Nor meg dangers 
thereof ; q exhort qe ome _ 
Jyances ih particular with any courſe 
eſtablizhed by Law :. Far all this may be 
ry wid mg Expofitors, to have 
& dire&t: tendency. to::alienat Peoples 
heatts from! the » man, & his Govern- 
ment.' Accordingly: Mr. Hardy is ap- 


prehended:, impriſoned and proceeded 
again 


ſt, arch giving qe Teſti- 
mony agarnſtthe taking. off the papal. 
Lows by 15 ben which would be 
thought z .could not have offended. any 
Proteſtant, (:23./The DiataQik-power, 
whereby! the:1Courts: of Chriſt are to 
decern the circumſtances of the worship 
of God; as time, place., &c. For ar- 


. ignally contenanced of the 


(23) 


der,. decency ,. & edification | 
1 to the general rules of the; ord.. 
is power is invaded, the Key of or- 


der is wroung out of their hands in ike 
manner; For now the places of wor-- 
whip are determined in the Royal Pro- 
ions, which muſt be made known, 


cl 


to ſome of the Court Patrons ow whoſe 


warrand they are tyed todepend. What 
may be the hidden deſign of this intima; 
tion- we know not ; we heartily wish 
& pray, it may not be todo with them, 
hay with the Prieſts of Baal. -In 
the mean time Fed-meetings for the 
worship of God , + which have been 


Lord, are 
ſevere my 5 the Word 
of the Lord, is bound & bounded ; And- 
by the accepters conſent to ſach a mo- 
del, .the bloody Laws agaigſt preach- 
ing-in the open Fields ,.,where.People 
have freeſt acceſs with: convenience: & 
oatcty,- are juſtified ; The manner of 
meeting 1s alſo reſtricted to be-in ſuch 
2 Way ,.a the peace and ſccurity ofthe 
Government, may not. be endangered, 
bald Gene ie openly repaint 
held, yea.1t iS © y requiredin the. 

roclamation Oktober Fth. . That all 
who $hall 'preach-, - by: vertue of this 
Royal Grant ,/ at.any time, or in any: 
place, make inumation of their. preach- 
ing, asto time. & place , to ſame ons or more 
of the next privie Council-Lards , which 
Shall be ſufhcient far them, during their 
abode _ 2 A they RIG: 
are- engaged tO'Keep the PeACe wit - 
tichriſt:,, or his Lievtenant in all their 
Meetings , .& yot/only to give acceſſion - 
to all his Clandeſtine Cenſores,. to ob- 
ſerve how they keep their Inſtructions ; 
But formally muſt their Mi- 
niltry,; & the freedom. of its exerciſe. 
to a dependence upon the licenſe of 
his Truſtees 3, Which, is. not only-a.: 
format bargaining., with the: enemies. 
of Truth and Godlineſs, but a becom- 
ing their Servants ,;and 10 a ay 
C 


>. _ 


# y p 
the honour of being eſteemed , whith Neither are theſe aſſemblies lawſully 
hey continue 'ſo etiſlaved;, the faithful 


free Servants of Chriſt, eſpecially 


.confidering how as to'the- matter of 


their Preaching alſo, they involve them- 
ſelves in ſach inconveniencies , tht 


either malt forbear ſome part of 


the Connſel of Gad,, and decline the 
Teſtimony of this day, or elſe expoſe 
themſelves-as a to the laſt of cne- 
mies, who ve brought them 
into a hoſe-net. 3. The Critick , or 
CorreQive power, which the Courts 
of Chriſts have to cenſure Delinquents 
and abfolve rhe Penitents , accordin 
to the Word of God, is alſo inv 
& made void; Fot not only doth this 
Toleratiow robbthe Miniſters Tolerat- 
ed, and the Accepters, conſent to-be 
robbed of that power of impartial cen- 
- ing thoſe ſcandals thatare Tolerated 
Tt 
uilty of complying with the fame; 'or 
_ been Geet in finſa) ſcandul-! 
ous complyances with wicked conrſts 
formerly, ſuch as taking offinful Oaths, 
ſhbſcri of ſinful bonds, paying of 
ſinful 'exactions, & other 1 ous 
breaches. of Covenant; Nordare theſe 
that-are free- of them cenſure or re- 
move from among them. their guilty 
Brethren, & ſo e the clean from 
—_—— invads yore 
this power , , ininve e 
Folerator with Authority to Inhibite , 
& di ſome Minifters the exerciſe 
of their office whomthe ſtanding Laws 
of this Church do Authorize, and to 
allow others whom the Word of God, 
& Conſtitutions of our Church , require 
to be laid alide, & ſuſpended from that 
OS. j Finally , tho owe ern 
power Or crying, uthoriz- 
ing office-bearers in} the. Church ,- is- 
made -uſcleſt & void bythis Foleration; 
For, however anallowanceispretend- 
cd to keep aſſemblies, & ſend our Mi- 
niſters to anfwer-the Peoples call; 


— — COS AEM Gli a ee > 


& all that make themſelves - Qualification ofthem 


conſtitute of , nor free for all that have 
right to' fit there: Nor is their mifon 
'Minifters nor the Reoples cat}, of 
an ficancy or value , 'except-inti- 
mation be made $0 this Exotick power 
of their names , 'that are to officiate 
under this:'T'oleration., & they be found 
ſuch as pleaſe the Court Patrons; which 
is the worſt of Patro , thati ever 
0 mcg this —_— Henceifa Mi- 
miter were never wially ordained, 
never 1b rms fg his ſoma . de. 
portment , never 10 formally apprc ce 
_- — he © cannot Cree 
is nation,” my Pp ; unleſs the 
next privie Counettior - $Sherif), &c. 
Give their allowance. y will for- 
footh , have the Judging whether he 
be qualified or not, & if he have nor 
the new won of hare that only 


aretabe To- 
lerate, moderation , 1 Ee ] 
which is nothing | 
warmnefs 'in the-things of Chriſt; 'and 
Court Loyaltie toa vaſſatof it, 
which is diſloyaltie to Chriſt., he'can 
have no Li to exercilt his Office. 
7. ln r6 of the manifeſt & ma-. 
nifold ſcandal of it',. we':cannot; but 
witneſs againſt the .acceptancethereof, 
ſo offenſive to. the generation of 'the 
Righteous, fo dighonourable to God, 


ceful to the Proteſtgnt f 
& prejudicial to the Intereſt ' As 
we would'not be accounted unfaithfal. 


to. Chriſt , yea betrayers' of our native 


Country, & Cn with thedefi 

of Antichriſt, who ath alwayes miſchief 
enki apr mp as gl 
tive, fori In that 
are hereby lulledafleep, kh to take 
i mark, or bear the mark of his. 
ches may think Scotland-is now in a 
fair way of reconciliation: with An- 
tichriſt , when his rs 
is ſo kindly accepted , . and it cannot but 
be 


be. ed them] to' ſee the 
Mintz ofScontady whote Tellans- 
ay uſed to be terrible to the Popish, 
&: renowned through all the Proteſtant 
Churches, purchaſing a Liberty to therh- 
ſlyes, at the rate , of burying & be- 
traying the Cauſe in e and. re- 
Kraint, '& thus to be laid by. from all 
aQtive & open tion to the defigns 
of Papiſts m fuch a ſeaſon” Alas, 

& $shameful have been/the ſcandals gi- 
ven & taken, by & from the declining 
Miniſters of this Churchs heretofore, 
which have rent and racked the poor 
Remnant, and- offended ay ber at 
home & abroad ; But none ſo (tumbling 
as this, which to the preſent and ſuc- 
ceeding generation, will appear to be 
a. ſuccumbing at length, and yeelding 
up the e, and ſurceafing from any 
more contending for it , a contemni 
of former wrelſtlings for the ſame, tend- 
ing to harden hearten open adver- 
faries in their wicked invaſions on'our 
© Religion, Laws & Liberties, an fad evi- 
dence of being weary 
Chriſt , & that they wouldain have caſe 
upon any.terms, & a weakening of the 
hands , -& condemnin 
theſe that ſuffer-, when others are at 


caſe. 
againſt the 


Next, as we muſt teſtifie 
Accepters of this Toleration, who muſt 
be interpreted to take-it, as it is given, 
and receive it as convoyed from its foun- 
tain ofabſolute power, throaghts chan- 
nel of an arbitrary Law-diſabling, and 
Religion-dishonouring Proclamation , 
with conſent to the finfull Impoſitions 


with which i is tendered ; Againſt all. 


which there is noaccets for a Froteſta- 
tion , conſiſtent with the improvement 
of it, it being granted andaccepted on 
theſe very.terms , - that there 'shall be 


no Proteſtation,; . For if there be, 
that will be found. ar. alienating of the 
bearts of the Subjetts from the Government, 
which-by that Proclamatian would be 


25) 
net, we muſt 
dreſſers for it, 


they 'have 


of the Croſs of 


the: practice of 


- Reli 


refieRed upon So in 


a Confederacie , and” congratu 
the Tolerator for this Toleration , & 


and 
effeQuating thereby , 
refumptuoutly taken upon 
them to _— room ) Ke 
name of all P terian Min, » We 
it concerns all honeſt men, Zealous 
Chriſtians and faithful Miniſters of that 
ſwaſfion & denomination , in honour 
b onrss- Wano_ to yg» _ 
'fome-.publick: Teſtimony ; that 
e not Conſenters to that afilt, ahams- 
ful and ſcandalous conſpiracy , with 
which, all will be interpreted 
ters, that are not ContradiQters, and 
_— the guilt of it, that-doth 
not e the reſentment..of it ndtour. 
We: cannot expreſs with' what horror 
and. ſorrow , our hearts were filled 
to ſee an Addreſs' in the: name of all 
the Presbyterian Miniſters in Scotland. 
—_—C— from the II of 
the City of Edinburgh -& Cannongate, 
who call emſeieroſhe Prot 
perſwaſiun, who having been 4 
torward in a Catechreſtick loyaltie , or 
ſlaverie of their perſons & Conſciences, 
ate now ambitious , [not to behind any 
in a flattering Profeffion of it : We ſay 
we. are filled with wonder that they 
Should aſſume to themſelves; the name 
of Presbyterian Miniſters; I 
that 1t was at their deſire; when as the 
—_— of it, arc clearly ins to 
resbyterian principles , by juſtifying an 
Antic rifllan wiſkeper,, im undermining 
n , & approving the abrogation 
of the national. Coyenant, confirming 
the Laws now diſabled. by thavking 
the Tolerator for opening a door: to 
introduce Poperie , which we are ſworn 


to extirpate , . by conftnting 'to-lingitay 
tions. & reſtrictions, upon the a" 
0 


contrary to our Confefſian of Faith in 
the places forecited Chap, 2. 23. which, 
notwithſtanding they have inſinuate, 
thar they do.owne, wherein either they 
great inconſideratenefs inaRing 
$ contrary to themſelyes:, or elſe no 
ſmall impudence, in.laying claim to that 
Confeflion , which doth ſo condemn 
their 3 Therefore we teſtific againſt 
theſe Addrefſers. x. Becauſe of the 
for which they Addreſs. What 
raw they alledge for this ? It 18 eithet 
for the, granted to'the exerciſe 
of their Mimltry or elſe the Toleration 
ecomplexely conſidered : If the former, 
then ſuppoſe they had got a full & free 
| it would have beengbut what was 
duo; &to thank a man for giving what is 
norhls own ſeemeth to nA - 
 eognioſcing apower to him to wi 
*; Tr their is loaded & 
| wil ſinful and ſcandalous con- 
ditions, which is litle ground of thanks; 
If the latter be aid , then (they give 
ahoir conſent/'to, ſet up. Poperic and 
rrifime/, for. theſt arc allo. Fole- 
rated; '' Alſo it isnotto bepailed, that 
tere-is nothing'in all the Proclama- 
tions concerning ithis Toleratian in the 
teſt proteſted againfi by the Addreſlers; 
Go. we-cannort ite , bow they can free 
themſelves of ing. their c/c- 
tuers bentfafor ; for allthe wotulevils in 
the foreſaid: Proclamations that reſpeR 
theie imaginary favour, mers va/uable: to 
ven» { as they fay ).chan al) carthly comforts. 
2. Becauſe of the fnful & shamful de- 
Keciency- of the Addxeſles ,..they ſpeak 
nor y word apamit-the/openly defigped 
IntroduQion of e,' norefentment 


of the evetſion-of Religious & civil Li- 
derthes, m0 reprefentavonof the wro 
Gſtained the, pn of 


wo Bruthers;'No Protcitation againſt 


"i 


(2 


6* ae | 
Ghriſ hath-ſcated-in, the Conrts-of hk 
Church; &, | oa 3 
incommunicahle ' Headship. - -Not--a 
word of the Covenants, but they: are 
over in ſilence, as if they were 
ashamed of them ; They ſay nothing of 
the Ref whereunto we once 


aincd. ,. & - ſolemnly engaged. 
att were, ſolemnly e 

3 Becauſe. of their Lawleſs & limited 
vyaltie. This is profeſſed by the fote- 
ſaid Miniſters, To bis Excellent , To his 
Gracious , © to bis Sacred Majeftic : Loy» 


altie not. yo be ones , as intire Loyaltie 
in Dotime, which is in effeq diſloyaltie 


to Chriſt ,-in not obſerving their In- 


{truQions received from him, but keep- 
ing ſilent at the wr done to him, 
& not declaring againſt the invaſion of 


his open enemies : A! reſolned Loyaltie 
in praftice,, whereofalſo the Inhabitants 
hi & Cannongate, will have 
bim aſlurod : This is n0/teſs thay be- 
traying Religion & Liberty , in. lying 
by from-any active Tatinocicandars 
poſition ta the open Deſtroyer of both: 
1 fervent Loyaltie in Prayers, which we 
ShalLnot now inſiſt upoa 
- them afterward. 'Th 
theirs', 1s not 4 Chriſtian Loya/tie, or 
Profefion. of atheRion for Conſcience 
ſake, to a Miniſter of God for good, 
whois &- terror: to evi doers., nor a 
Presbyterian Loyaltie , to a King as it 
x qualified in the national and ſolemn 
League & Covenants; But a ſtupid ſub- 
jection. , and: abſolute allegiance to a 
Miniſter of Antichriſt , who gives Li- 
berty to all evil men & ſeducers A 
Loyaltie toa T'yrantin his overturni 
Religion., Laws and Liberties, 
protecting & miqui 


I. 


Jive © | 

grateful achnow ef: 3.5 

late gracious Declaration. The -matter © rather to inlarge | 

were leſs, if they did not ſpeak $ towards them. Which 
y they are allowed the free matter/is either a double Equi 


publick- exerciſe: of their or elſe it maſt be underſtood, 
igion. Peaceable & publick it is, folve'to demean themſelves 


d with finful reſtrictions as is hown nat 
above. And again they adde,.. cou/d them. 
400 open our hearts, your Majeſtio would criminal 


Zeal for your ſtroite , ſo ſurprizing and nants, the lawfulneſs of deftnſive armes, 
ſignal & favour hath imprinted on- our ſpi- their t ing againſt the encroach- 
ries, &c. This is worſe than —_— ments made upon the Kingly power of 
We ſay we need not adduce particular Chriſt, & againſt chetaking off the penal 
inſtances of ther Adulation, for-their Statutes that concern Papiſts, &the like 
whole ftrain is a rapſodie. of fidtteries pieces of faithfulneſs. And conſ 
more\becoming —_ and: Court ho refolve, they isfiall beas untai 
paraſites, than Minifters & Profeſſors filent Miniſters , -as ever a 
that give out themſelves to be of the Papiſt ; For if they be bat, thes 
Presbyterian perſwafion. 5. If the Ad- may be affured , he will fud-cayſdi te 
dreſſes were only ſtaffed with flatteries, diminirh bis favours towards them :: Now 
ay 
and 


ſt' were leſs, but we' cannot difſemble _ to' purpoſe this hos help of i 

or conceal our'horror & aſtonichment comes- very. near t borders ofblaſhin? 
at ſome expreſſions ; Which: (if they mie, | The Citizens of Edinburgh 
come not near the borders of blasphe- Canongate , do- t0:continae ftit] 
mie Y are Equivocations inconfiſten- as their Proyers , for | his Perſon '&5 

with ing ir: The Miniſters bly th Government ; And Shew by what Argu- ” 
Great God, «obo hath put this in bir Royal ment hot for it ,;: to wit, 

deart : Which maſt. either be underſtood by rhe of Heaven Kings reign, . avd 

in that ſenſe, where it is ſaid Reve/.1 7.17. Princes decree uftice..”. Which- with ap- 
G6# bath put im their hearts to give their plication'to the Perſon whom they Ad- 
KRitegthors unto the beaſt; Which they durſt dreſs, is abſurdly impertinent', other- 
not expreſs to. him , whom: they Ad- wiſe to. bring it forth. as an adulatory 
dreſs, neither durſt they bleſs the Lord equiyocation, with a reſerve. that they 

for it with application rohim : And to intend only/;to offer that general pror 

fay this with fuch a reſerved meaning, poſition in Theſi, without application 
were odious' to Proteftams, - & all-ho- to:him, inthe meantime, making him 
neſt” men: - Or 'if they be ingenuous believe , they aſſert the divine appro- - 
then they- bleſs God for. putting it in' bation of his Govertiment : Or-etfe-it 
his heart to projeQall this wickednes, hath the; appearance of blaſphemie /to 
diſcovered in the » tendency and extend that propoſition to him ,. which 
nature of this Popish T oleration ; which they cannot do, except they turn it thus, 
2 


SY 


| ( 
by the Lord Tyrants reign, & ufurpers' 
0B: Tords pics with, _ p 
to.the s ive 
bee will, as that -m rock muſt be 
underſtood , were a blafphemous In- 
dignitie to the Holy one, with whom 
fuch a Throne of iniquitic can have no 
fellowship, whereof the pcſſeſſors are 
* ſetup, butnot by him, & he diſwoneth 
them, Hef. 8. 4. 6. Becauſe the Mini- 
ſters in their Addreſs , diſowne theſe, 
who avouch an Adherence to the Co- 
venanted reformation, & avow an 
_ to rename, uſurpers (w no 
they call promoting diſloyal principles 
prattices ) humbly beſeching the Tole- 
rator #07 to look, upon ſuch as any of their 
conftderacy. They needed not have been 
fo folicitous upon this head , for all that 
abide in the principles and praQtices of 
the Church of Scotland , ( which the 
have deſerted) would count it a fin 
ſcandal, laying them obnoxious to the 
drpleaſure of the Holy & jealous God 
ashameful reproach , expoſing them 
to iohe _ _= of _ of —_ the 
might ec mpathie, to be rekone 
of their aocimion , who have thus be- 
trayed the Cauſe & the Country. 7. Be- 
cauſe of their mercenary prayers, that 
are di fe to the will of God: 
The Miniſters pray for divine i/Iumination 
& condu8 ( they durſt not ſay converſion, 
for 'that would have reflected upon the 
man, either as a wicked man or a Pa- 
piſt, or both, but oy warrily terme , 
it, illamination & conduR that he might 
iaterpret it, to be for light & _—_ 
in this Antichriſtian way of his ) wir 
all other bleſſings ever to attend his Perſon 
& Government ; Therefore they cannot 
pray for bringing down the Kingdom 
of Yatan, ſeeing they 'pray ſo heartily 
for the ſupport of an eminent prope of 
n: Soy yup not that God , may re- 
move ſuch an abſolute Tyranny , but 
that temporal © ſpiritual ee; may at- 
:wdis. Andthe Loyaliſts of Edinburgh 


8 | | 
& Cnongue, after their die wa 


been formerly wwanting in praying for biny 
\ oe fear they are not wanting in 

ering diffimulation) for ſo refreshing 
& unexpeRted a favour ( ſoterme they 
the Toleration ) will much more engage 
them #0 offer up their defires to God , robleſo 
his Perſon & Government. We wonder 
whence” they have the impudence to 
ſeek of God , that he would bleſs a 
Government looſed altogether from 
his Law , and Diametrically oppoſing it, 
and regulated only by the luſt ofan ar- 
bitrarian: Andafterall , that he would. 
Crown ſuch a Popish Zelot, with an 
incorruptible Crown of Glory in Hea- 
ven. n they be ignorant of the-re- 
vealed will of God, that ſuch prayers 
do clash with it? Can they be unmind- 
ful of that, which is generally profeſ- 
ſed by Proteſtants, to wit; That s Pa- 


ift living & dying true to the principles of 
ir afour rt and cannot be neg, They 
would have him to think, that Heaven 
is to be 
all his 


otten very eaſily, when after 
—_— theiſme , Murder , 
Tyranny and I reachery ( without any 
word of repentance ) he may attain to 
that Everlaſting Bleſledneſs: Heaven is 
not a City for unclean things. How ſuch 
prayers will findacc ewith God., 
let any who read the Scripurs Judge 
Upon theſe conſiderations , havin 
witneſſed againſt the accepting of, 
addrefling for this, T oleration', we come 
now to teftifie againſt the ſinful & ſcan- 
dalous conjunQiion of that Incorpora- 
tion, which is made up of ſo ſtrange 
a mixture, ſome having embraced the 
former Indulgences ;; ſome having given 
bond to. the Council not to , for 
an indefinite,or alonger or shorter time; 
Some having ordinarly heard & com- 
municated with the cyrats ; ſome having 
come under ſinful bonds & Oaths to the 
perſecuting adverſaries, rep ttothe 
Oath of our Covenants ; And __ 


ſome to the charg 
a ſt them, who had habitually 
complyed with prelacy , & . had born 
the name of that office under the Cu- 
rats, and all this without any reſent- 
ment of. ſuch horrid courſes that the 
World can hear of : And ſo are 
a corrupt mixture of all forts of Com- 
pliers, & Suffers theſe who have gone 
on in dreadful Apoſtacie , and ſworn 
the wicked Oaths , even the Teſt it 
ſelf, to preſent their Children, to the 
Sacrament of Baptiſme , without any 
profeſſion of repentance. , Now like- 
wayes , they muſt according to the 
Royal Proclamation have one common 
purſe with the Curats , by caſting in 
their Baptiſme & Marriage money to- 
gether , like that in the Proverbs 

I. 14. Caft in thy lot among us , let us all 
bave one purſe; But who would regard 
the will of the Lord muſt regard what 
followes v. 15. My ſon walk not thow iu 
the way with them , refrain thy ftet from 
their path. \ This confederacie of theirs, 
is as the conſpiring of the Prophets in 
the midſt of Jeruſalem, like a roaring 
Lyon ravening the prey , Ezek. 22. 25. 
Can ſuch a work be of God, and can 
it ſtand, which hath ſuch a foundation, 
ſach a ſuperſtructure , ſuch meaſures 
& ſuch workers? We muſt in like- 
manner teſtifie againſt the Conſtitution 
of their Eccleſiaſtick Meetings, to wit, 
their Presbytries , Synods & Aſſemblies ; 
In regard that they are made up of ſuch 
a corrupt mixture of members , who 
(for the moſt part) by the Word of 
(zod, & decrees of our Church , would 
be ſuſpended , ' if not depoſed from their 
office, & brought in as delinquents to 


undergo cenſure, & not asconſtituent 
members of a Judicatory ; In regard 
that the. Accepters of this 'Toleratian , 


contrary to the = 32 CC 
_—_—7 & the AQs oftitutions of 
this Church, And further we teſtific 
againſt all that they may conclude that 
may be any way prejudicial to our Re- 
formation , or pang ec - to this 
courſe of is to And plainly pro- 
telts that whatſoever determinations , 
AQs or Commiſſions that shall be given 
by them , may not be interpreted as 
binding to the Church of Scotland. 

But now to put an end to this ſad & 
deplorable declamation , which we can 
ſlay with ſome 4dngleneſs of heart, .that 
only Zeal for our Maſters Glory , Love 
to our Brethren involved in fuch a ſad 
ſnare, and the exoneration of our own 
Conſciences, hath extorred from us , 
having no acceſs in any other way to 
acquite our ſelyes in our duty to them: 

e mult ſubjoyne a ſorrowful, 
neceſſary conſequential inference ; anc 
thereupon ſubſume that we cannot 
avoid, but are conſtrained in Conſcience 
to warn all the Zealous and faithful 
Lovers of our Lo Chriſt , who 
are defireous to conteſs. Chriſt defore 
men ,'& to be liſted among his cal 
choſen & faithful Followers, who mu 
ſide themſelves for him now , inadher- 
ing to his Standart when the enemie is 
coming in like a flood, andthe war is 
declared between Chriſt and Antichriſt, \ 
as they would not be involved in this 
confederacy ,. and ſo forefeit the hope 
of his ſanfuary; in a day when he is 
a ſtone of ſtumbling and a rock of of- 
fence” to both the Houſes of Iſracl, 
and ſo many are fallen, broken, ſnar- 
ed and taken, and as they would not 


_be found acceſſory to, nor guilty of 


the innumerable evils that are either 
implied in, or do natively follow upols 
this new way,to come out ffom among, 
diſcountenance and withdraw fromthe 

D3. Pro» 


Promotters , Abetters of , Carriers, 
on, Concurrers with this courſe of de- 
eQion, we mean the Addreſſers'for, 
92d Accepters of this Toleration, whoſe 
quity we have endezyoured in ſome 
meaſure hereto diſcover. We abhore 
that principle that we are invidiouſly 
calumniated with , of caſting off the Mi- 
niſtrie.,, or diſowning all the Miniſters 
of the Church of Scotland : We hope 
all arenot, and $hall not be io farleft 
in this hour of tentation, ſo to abandon 
the Word of the Lords patience as 
thus to forget and forgo the hitherto 
continued Teſtimony for the Covye- 
nanted Reformation , of embracing a 
Toteration ſo plainly affd palpably ever- 
five thereof ; And donbt not but there 
are ſome. of our dear and Reverend 
Brethren who dare not concur in this 
Conſpiracy , who both mourn in ſecret, 
and are willing to witneſ$ their diſlike 
at the. ſins 'and ſcandals of this courſe, 
a5 they find occaſion, whom only Miſin- 
formation by the induſtry of our Tra- 
*ducers does demur from concurring in 
this Teſtimony : But as for our declin- 
ing Brethren, involved in the guilt of 
this defeRion, though we reſpet and 
reverence them in the. Lord , as our 
beloved Brethreti, yet out of Love to 
then, and to the 


Is of the ay 5 
whom they and we muſt anſwer for ; 
we catinot but witneſs againſt them, 
$08 them in the Bowels of Chriſt, 
td. relinquish this Courſe , 'or other- 
wile we faſt wata all that would be 
the fin of it , ard eſcape the 


c 
Ju Thins , where with it is like to 
be purſued , to diſcountehance them, 
while they continue'ih it. 1. Becauſe 
by. this bargain and. Cotifederacy with 
Fe Teprrgeor , ih the acceptance of 
this his” Antichriſtian Toleration., re- 
ceiying upon. certain conditions what 
tbe'giyes, « mplyiog with what he de- 
mands, obeying what he commands, 
Telying on what. hE promiſes”, and ac- 


. war, they Should maintain agai 


(36) 
3” quieſing 


in what he 


nfederacy ) 1 
the exerciſe of their Mi 


vants of men , and boutid to 

them ; whereby they forefeirthe honour 
of the free Servants of Chriſt Ga. 1. 10. 
And —_—— of the freedom . 
of their Miniſtry with Changelings, of 
which fort it is not 'good to meddle ; 
Prov. 24- 21. My. Durham in a digrefſion 
of hearing Miniſters Revel. Chap. 1. 


pag. 5F. 1h quarto : Shews that by pal- 
pubic efeGion from the Trath and 
mmiſſion given to Miniſters in their 


call, they may forefeit their Cotnmiſ- 
fion , and ſono moreare to be account- 


ed Ambaſſadours to Chriſt or Watch- . 


men of his Flock , than a Watchman 
of the City is to be accounted an ab- 
ſerver, when he hath made publick de- 
—_—_ to = _—_— y Fi —_ = 
th him. Secingt ve made 
ſach a pate defeRtion. from 'the 
Truth , as is evidenced above, and 
from the Commiſſion Chriſt hath given 
them , they {6 far take on with the 
enemy as to Addreſs him, and accept 
of his favours, with « ceſſation of the 
| inſt An- 
tichriſt maſt be looked upon'#: rar 
tum, prot ,as hay ing Fare forefeit- 
ed the wonted teſpet due to Chriſts 
faithful Ambafſadouts while they con- 
tinue in thatdefection. 2. Becauſe they 
cannot be ſubmitted > , without con- 
ſenting to the great encroachefnents, 
made upon Both the Privitedges of this 
Church and Liberties of this'Kingdom ; 
For they are fixed in ſach and ſuch 
places by 'a warrand from Councillors, 
Sherifs, &c. And othetsaredifcharged, 
they ate Authorized to preach there , by 
a power encroachmg on' the Privi- 
ledges of 'the *Church , and 'ufurping 
the freedom of their Miniſtry. 3. 'Be- 
canſe while they are under this pre- 
tetided Liberty , "not a@nly{mult _— 
" keep 


ESL SUSE 
e times y., 
People -aze in hazard of being pervert- 
cd trom ſome parts of our Covenanted 
Reformation, by the Loyaltie of their 
doQtine and prayers, ſavouring more 
of ſinful complyance with , and flat- 
tering of wicked men, than of ok 

to, or Zeal for Chriſt as King ; 
while. in the application: of their do- 
Qrine , they condemn ſuch eſſential 
of the preſent Teſtimony, as are 
the known and received principles of 


p/n ores in bondage, not mingts 


. 


the Chuzch of Scotland, in her beſt & 
pureſt times ; And in the mean time 
recede, and juſtify their recefſion from 
their former way of preaching & pray- 
ing formerly, who uſed to preach up 
the Reformation , and the obligation 
of the Coveggnts, and cry. againſt. the 
fins of the e,, and eſpecially the 


heaven-daring uſurpations ofthe Court; end 


And uſed to pry againſt the Throne 
of Iniquity, the Kingdom and Scat of 
the beaſt, and all that gave their power 
to the beaſt , to ſupport that tottering 
Kingdom : But now People muſt ex- 
peſt another ſtrain in their doarine, 
and another ſtyle m their prayers, ſincc 
they received this* hyre of. Liberty, 
who to the ſad ſtumbling of many, 
and obſervation of all are found to have 
an apparent tinfure of Mercenarinefs, 
while in ſtead of joyning with the in» 
ceſlant_ cry of all the eleQ for venge- 
ance againſt Babylon, & the deſtruQtion 
of the whore , they pray for all blef- 
ſings upon the Perſonand Government 
of a chief Pimp of bers , who knows but 
ere long, by ſuch: prayers People nay 
be induced to ſach a remutting of their 
Zeal againſt Popery, as to think it to- 
lerable to pray for the Pope , as well 
as for a .Popigh Tyrant. By ſuch do- 
rrine and prayers they may be. cauſed 
to erre frym the words  nowlege 

and t@eceivethat inſtruction that 


31) | 
mow bids us ceaſe to hear Prov. 19. 27. 
Sure jt hath. a tendency to cauſe divi- 


fons & offences con to the do- 
arine, which we have leaned , and 
therefore ſuch as cauſe them, are to be 
marked | and . avoided , Rom. 16. 76 
Becauſe as there are many terrib 
Charges and Adjurations laid upon V i 


-niſters, in reference to a faithful dil 


gence in their Miniſterial funQion , & 
a ſuitable Teſtimony concerning the 
ſin and duty of the time, as js well 
obſerved by; the Iudicious Author of 
ReCtius Inſtruendum Confut. 3. Dial; 
Carp. Pag-2.1. So for their negligence & 
eſs herein , there are m0fay 
Scripture woes and threatenings thund- 
ered againſt them, and the People for 
Ty, on them , 1/ai. 9. 16. 1/dj. 44+ 
2.7, 28. Jerem. 14. 15, 16. Ferom. 3 14, 
16. Lam. 4. 13. Exck. 3, 18. Exch. 13, 
JO, 11, 14, 15, 22. Ezek. 22-25. to the 
therefore as People would 
not be ers of the ſRageapent with 
which this Toleration will be purſucd, 
bat nugage york jaar to beware - ad- 
ing to thoſe who are palpably utt- 
Farchtal , in not witnefling *pAtnſt, but 
juſtifying the ſins of this.courſe..5. Be- 
cauſe Communion with them in theſe 
circumſtances, will infer a participation 
or bes being a Compmnon in 
$ », W es t e par- 
takers of the Wy yet Body ' 
o 


ioked ellowebig is be ſeparated 
Y ellowship to be 

a Cor. 6. 14, 17. Since itis ſuch a Com- 
munion 3s in the preſent circumſtances 
is interpreted to be a Teflera of incory 
poration. with them:, and ſign of ap- 
probation of them in this new RY f 
theirs.. 6, Becauſe of the Ntandal ! 
countenancing them jn this way , it 
would be toreborn , not only with re- 
ſpec to their. own Cobſtiences' whs 
zayne not with . them ,. but 'of 

ence, 


x wh Hoe. but of NE 
| neither t 
Ha Grin To oo” 


. 


Jewes, nor 


— 
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of God, 1 Cor. 10. 28. &c. Maſter Dur- 
| ham \n the forecited diſgrefſion , makes 
that a reaſon of forbearing joyning with 
ſome, that it carries offence along with 
\ it ,, in reference to the party joyned 
with, it proves a ſtrengthening & con- 
firming of him, and ſo a partaking of 
his fin; In reference to others, it either 
ſtrengthens them by that example , to 
caſt themſelves in that ſhare, or it 
grieves them and makes them ſad, who 
are tender of ſuch things , and makes 
all, difference of that kind to be thought 
light of. . Since then inthe Toleration 
it ſelf, addrefling for it, and accepting 
of it, there is ſuch a manifeſt ſcandal, 
there muſt alſo be a manifold offence 
in countenancing thoſe ; that, are ſo 
'Folerated and conſent thereMto, it 

rengthens and confirms them, it 
ſtrengthens others to incorporate with 
them, and weakens the hands of theſe 
that witneſs againſt it. 7. Becauſe'our 
duty to themſelves yea our greateſt of- 
fice of Love, we owe to them in or- 
der to their conviction , does oblige 
us to withdraw from them to shame 
them out of their fin ; and not ſuffer 
It upon them, eſpecially becauſe they 
are Brethren, 1 Cor. 5.11. That walke 
diſorderly againſt & without the order of 
their 77. & = order od Church. 

ui quod Jui eft ordinis atiue officis non fh- 
«day rh turbant : N Tkeſſ 3. 6-14. 
We plead not here for ſchiſine or fin- 
ful ſeparation ; only we apply to this 

reſent Caſe, the conſtant doctrine of 

resbyterians; Wherefore we $hall 
here ſubjoyne ſome plain Quotations 
out" of hetr Writtings , My. Rutherfoord 
| in his Due Right of yteries, pag. 
253-&c. Diſtinguishes a ſeparation from 
the Church , in her worſt and moſt 
part, and a ſeparation from the beſt 
and leaſt part, and pag. 258. when the 
ſt part of a Church makes defe- 
Som, he leſſer part remaining ſound, 
the greateſt part of the Church are ſe- 


paratiſts. Truth is like life, that re- 
tireth from the manieſt members , in- 
to the heart in caſe of danger it 
is the major _ thar hath made de- 
feftion which are to be accounted fe- 
paratiſts, and not ſuch who' ſtand to 
their principles, th6 they cannot com- 
ply or joyn 'with the corrupt majority. 
Apolog. Relat. ScR. 14. pag. 291. faith, 
there may be 'a Jawful withdrawing , 
where the orcinances and Miniſtry arc 
not caſt at, fo long as Peoptedoes not 
caſt at the Ordinances, butare willing 


to run many Myles to enjoy them; 


Nor caſt 'at the Church, as no Church 
(tho they ſadly fear that God $hall be 
provoked by that dreadful defeQtion, 
to give her a bill of devorce) nor at the 
Miniſtry , for they love theſe that ſtand 


to their principles dearly , and are moſt 
ther in publick 


willing to hear them e1 
or private.” The Graye Author of 
Redlius Inſtruendum Confut. 3. Dial. 
Chap. 1. pag. 7. &c. Allows that every 
ration 1s not ſchiſme , even from 

the Church which hath eſſentials, yea 
and more than eflentials, if it befrom 
thoſe thd' never ſb many , who are 
drawing back, from any piece of duty 
and integrity attained , for this is ſtill 
to be held faſt according to many Scrip- + 
ture Commands. -Next he ſayes, If 
we ſeparate in-that, which a national 
Church hath commanded us as her 
members to diſowne by her ſtanding 
AQs and Authority while theſe from 
whom we ſeparate, own that corrup- 
tion. He aſſerts there likewayes, there 
is a lawful forbearance of Union and 
Complyance with Backſliders in that 
Which 1s of its ſelf ſinful or induRtive 
to it , which is far -from ſeparation 
ſtrictly taken, the commands of abſtain- 
ing from all appearance of evil , and 
hating the garments ſpotred with the 
flesh, do clearely include this. He adds 
many things will wartaht ſeparation 
from ſuch'a particular-Miniſter or cons 
gregation 


/ 
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gregation which will not warrant ſe- Conſciences, that the obligation of our 
paration from a Church national, nor Covenants is p« & dinding upon 
conn he ſayes there is a com- poſterity: Andto confirm this, we. 
manded wi wing from perſons and 


ſocieties , even in worship : the precepts 
Rom. 16.17. 2 Cor. 6. 17. Prov. 19. 20. 
«AR, 2. 40. will clearly import this by 
conſequence. Surely the Miniſters and 
Profeſſors adhering to her reformation, 
muſt be the trne Church of Scotland th6 
the leſſer number. Theſe Souldiets who 
keep the Generals order, are the true 
members, not thedeſerters of the ſame. 
In. the next place, conſidering how 
our Covenants are ſlighted , the obliga- 
tion of thetn forgotten, and they like to 
be buried in oblivion ; We Judge weEare 
neceſlarly called to ſpeak a word of vur 
Covenants national & ſolemn e, 
deſiring to bleſs the Lord , who put itin 
the hearts ofhis People to engage them- 
ſelves to' cniter- into Holy Covenants 


unto his 'Holy Majeſtic, and one to ' 


another in ſubordination to him, in or- 
det to theſe things, that concern Truth 

ighteouſheſs & Holineſs. And we do 
teſtifie our cordial approbation of, and 
real adherence unto theſe memorable 
engagements, for we are perſwaded in 
our minds, that it is the duty” of People 
'& Nations , who profeſſes the name of 
the Lord, to enter into Covenant with 
him. It-is the firſt & great Command- 
ment, that we should have no other 
Gods before him, "Exod. 20. 3, And that 
'we do his Statutes & Judgements, &to 
avouch the Lord to be our God, & to 
walk in his wayes , & to keep hisStaturs 
& Commandinents, & his Judgments, b& 
to hearkeni unto his voice, Dey. 26. 16, 
17. And whereof we have many notable 
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'precedents ih the Book of God, of enter- 
Ta 1 lt k AS vary of 
oſex, - d5hua Chap. 

. 24;dy; ; utbog: | HON 4Ches 
ep ofi ab. Chron, Ezra Chap.10. 
is convinced in our 


= 


adde theſe few conſiderations. Theſe 
ements are national Projptless 
laying inpledge the publick Faith. Cer- 
tainly that promiſe of the Jewish nobles 
& rulers, not to exaQt uſury of their Bre- 
thren , would have t their poſte- 
rity , under the curſe ifthey'$ hav 
done it, Nehem. 5. 12, 13. .T hey are na- 
tional yowes , whereby they devoted 
themſelves, & their poſterity to be the 
Lords People. Facobs yow at Bethel, 
pryerlan Fe oopted ot Vitor boa 21, 
id oblige all his rity V com- 
prehended inhim, heftund him at Berhet, 
and there he ſpake wwith us , ſaith 'Hoſta mg- 
ny hundred years after_Chap. 12.4. So 
the Rechabites were to obſerve 
the vow of their Fore-father Fonadad. 
They are national Oaths , & theſe do 
oblige poſterity , Foſqph rook an'Oath of 
the Children of ' to carry up his 
bones to Canaan, Ges. FO. 25; which 
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the poſterity going forth of tin 
ater ogey k Gabe" themſelves ly 
{worn to obſerve; Exod. 30. Ig. Anc 
accordingly buried 'them"tn Mt, 
Fork. 24. 32. y are nati Cove- 


nants, wherein |! 'Partidmerit and 
People do rr each other 


to performe their ſeveral &'reſpeQtive 
duties , as to Reh and' [ 
Theſe oblige the poſterity , as Iſrack 
"Covehant'with the Gibeonites, Fork. 9. 
1x, 19. for the breach where! ' many 
'dges after the poſterity was Ugncd . 
2 Sam. 21. x. They arc national attcſta- 
tions of God, as witneſs for the -per> 


- 


petuity as well as fidelity thereof. Such 
are thefe Covenants wherein the name 
of God is invocated'as witneſs; and $ 
they are calted the Lords Covenants, 
"as tht which Zegekiah brake, & where- 
'fore the Lord punished 'him. Exch. 19. 
"They are national Govenants* made 


' with God as'party contraQting ,"which 
| | E | none 
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andſo perpetual, . 50. 5- They arc 
for thei ends, W rt ran may be all furmmed 
up ia this ,. prefervation of Religion and 
Liberty inyielably,becauſe theſe endsare 
conſtantly to be purſued. They are na- 
tional adjurations,upder the pain of a wel 
tional curſe, which doth make the 
ſtcrity that break, them obnoxious. T hey 
are for their Legality.national Laws, be- 
ing ſolemnly Ratified by Parliament, & 
by the King, and "made the foundation 
of their compaRt with him, at his inau- 
guration , awe g; Fong/ became among 
the /eges ey are national Co- 
venauts.ofan hereditary nature, like that 
of, : Neat. 29. 14, 15. Which did 
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, which now Ayn )are like 
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ings moral objeQively obliging g 


Up the gat, + hapeful, Era t 


CE ii their laying by the 

cred pon Belg fl s loi 

Toleration) to preach plainly the obli- 
icularly 


ation of them, to diſcpver 
the breaches of them ; and to mention 
them in the ec nts » Which they re- 
wu of Rn when the Feieak 
ir Children t0 Baptiſine. 
publication of the forefaid AR ofPartia 
ment, many of them did privately preach 
inſt it, when there were none to chal- 
eit, butbeing expoſed to the Court 
es, it their publick and peageable 
they. are ſubmiſſive! on 
the foregeting & br 
Te Lord, lieth « F: 
4 hath been 
or " Judgements , 
. Dent. 29, 4, IS, 
erem. 2.2. % 9: 
e cannot ſlight 
3 of the County 


ſt Toleration (of 
which we have; eadefore) do ſay in 
the like caſe, Shall now caſt oy 
the Cordabe, $4; we have reaped 
much fruit & benefite by it, who knowes, 
but we ver, or be —_ to take it up again 
to ſave our Livy 
In the laſt Plc , Becauſe NE 


a aut inn: 
ſed 1n freedom 
which the Lord hath ften ly =o 


ed & countenanced to the convidion 
of many, inthe converfion, confirina- 
tion, edification,, & conſolation of ma- 
ny poor Souls, are now by wicked and 
anguinary Laws BI Sf pul .inforce, 
when the righi W P4- 
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We find | 
the Covenant of 
moſt heavy threatenin 
punished with moſt 


. Concern- | 
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tain Una If 


diced 


endeavouring to” nm 


our ſelves, to be called mdiſpenſibly 

in the preſent circumſtances , to. be 'as 
publick or more than-ever in our Tefti- 
mony for the preached Goſpel, even 
in the open Fields. We tthat under 
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plac Eva ym 
ould prohibite one 

& leave all otherfrec,, we would 

not 'irive for a ſpot; If we were only 
A ft okes Plater. ho 
Cl re to other nOr 
otherwiſe robbed of the Churches pr- 
viledges. But this is not our caſe, for 
weare iterdicted of alt places, and have 
_ todo with one, from whom we can 
take Je: orders » govt _ 
t 1s not then . 
oeſts which we contend for. 'Nor 
is it that which he mainly op ,. but 
it is'the freedom of the go. faith- 
fully preached, that we are to 


ramote. and improye, & he ſee 
fuppreſs; And t erefore as an enemy —_ 


exerciſes ,;which are the eye-ſore 


tichrilt, he pfoſecuts with fuctifury and 


_y vigor and e, cruel ang, 
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